EASTER DAY
PRINCIPAL SERVICE

Year A

Seasonal Greeting
Celebrant Alleluia! Christ is risen!
People The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Collect of the Day
Almighty God, who through your only-begotten Son Jesus
Christ overcame death and opened to us the gate of everlasting
life: Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord’s
resurrection, may, by your life-giving Spirit, be delivered from
sin and raised from death; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen.

OR
O God, who for our redemption gave your only begotten Son
to die upon the Cross, and by his glorious resurrection delivered us from the devil and the power of death: Grant us grace
to die daily to sin, that we may live with him in the joy of his
resurrection; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading
Acts 10:34-43
So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that
God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who
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fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 As for
the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace
through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know
what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee
after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by
the devil, for God was with him. 39 And we are witnesses of all
that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem.
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God
raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41 not
to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as
witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. 42 And he commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the
living and the dead. 43 To him all the prophets bear witness
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.”

OR
Exodus 14:10-14,21-31
When Pharaoh drew near, the people of Israel lifted up their
eyes, and behold, the Egyptians were marching after them, and
they feared greatly. And the people of Israel cried out to the
LORD. 11 They said to Moses, “Is it because there are no graves
in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness?
What have you done to us in bringing us out of Egypt? 12 Is
not this what we said to you in Egypt: ‘Leave us alone that we
may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us
to serve the Egyptians than to die in the wilderness.” 13 And
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Moses said to the people, “Fear not, stand firm, and see the
salvation of the LORD, which he will work for you today. For
the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall never see again.
14
The LORD will fight for you, and you have only to be silent.”
21
Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the
LORD drove the sea back by a strong east wind all night and
made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 And the
people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground,
the waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on
their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued and went in after them
into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh's horses, his chariots, and
his horsemen. 24 And in the morning watch the LORD in the
pillar of fire and of cloud looked down on the Egyptian forces
and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, 25 clogging their
chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians
said, “Let us flee from before Israel, for the LORD fights for
them against the Egyptians.”
26
Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over
the sea, that the water may come back upon the Egyptians,
upon their chariots, and upon their horsemen.” 27 So Moses
stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to
its normal course when the morning appeared. And as the
Egyptians fled into it, the LORD threw the Egyptians into
the midst of the sea. 28 The waters returned and covered the
chariots and the horsemen; of all the host of Pharaoh that had
followed them into the sea, not one of them remained. 29 But
the people of Israel walked on dry ground through the sea, the
waters being a wall to them on their right hand and on their
left.
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Thus the LORD saved Israel that day from the hand of the
Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.
31
Israel saw the great power that the LORD used against the
Egyptians, so the people feared the LORD, and they believed
in the LORD and in his servant Moses.
Reader: The word of the Lord. 		
People: Thanks be to God.
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Psalter Verses
(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epistle and the Gospel, with the congregation standing in preparation
for the Gospel. At services where there is a hymn or canticle before
the Gospel, the psalm might be said between the Old Testament
and Epistle, the people seated.)

Psalm 118:14-17,22-24
The LORD is my strength and my song, *
and has become my salvation.
15
The voice of joy and deliverance is in the dwellings of the
righteous; *
the right hand of the LORD brings mighty things to pass.
16
The right hand of the LORD is exalted; *
the right hand of the LORD brings mighty things to pass.
17
I shall not die, but live, *
and declare the works of the LORD.
22
The same stone which the builders refused *
has become the chief cornerstone.
23
This is the LORD’S doing, *
and it is marvelous in our eyes.
14
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24

This is the day that the LORD has made; *
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

Second Reading
Colossians 3:1-4
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that
are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.
2
Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that
are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your life is hidden with
Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life appears, then
you also will appear with him in glory.

OR
Acts 10:34-43
So Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that
God shows no partiality, 35 but in every nation anyone who
fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. 36 As for
the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good news of peace
through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37 you yourselves know
what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee
after the baptism that John proclaimed: 38 how God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He
went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by
the devil, for God was with him. 39 And we are witnesses of all
that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem.
They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 40 but God
raised him on the third day and made him to appear, 41 not
to all the people but to us who had been chosen by God as
witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the
dead. 42 And he commanded us to preach to the people and to
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testify that he is the one appointed by God to be judge of the
living and the dead. 43 To him all the prophets bear witness
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins
through his name.”
Reader: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel
Deacon: The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ,
according to St. John. (St. Matthew if using second
Gospel reading.)
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John 20:1-10(11-18)
Now on the first day of the week Mary Magdalene came to
the tomb early, while it was still dark, and saw that the stone
had been taken away from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to
Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved,
and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb,
and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 So Peter
went out with the other disciple, and they were going toward
the tomb. 4 Both of them were running together, but the other
disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 And stooping to look in, he saw the linen cloths lying there, but he did
not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went
into the tomb. He saw the linen cloths lying there, 7 and the
face cloth, which had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the
linen cloths but folded up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the tomb first, also went in, and
he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they did not understand the
Scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples
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went back to their homes.
( 11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb, and as she wept
she stooped to look into the tomb. 12 And she saw two angels
in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had lain, one at the
head and one at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are
you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 Having
said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing, but she
did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman,
why are you weeping? Whom are you seeking?” Supposing him
to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have carried
him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him
away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary.” She turned and said to him
in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said
to her, “Do not cling to me, for I have not yet ascended to the
Father; but go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’”
18
Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I
have seen the Lord”—and that he had said these things to
her. )

OR
Matthew 28:1-10
Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of
the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see
the tomb. 2 And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an
angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled
back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4 And for fear of him the
guards trembled and became like dead men. 5 But the angel
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said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek
Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, for he has risen, as he
said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and
tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold,
he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I
have told you.” 8 So they departed quickly from the tomb with
fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 And behold,
Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and
took hold of his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to
them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”
Deacon: The Gospel of the Lord.
People: Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Offertory and Post-Communion Sentences
(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen
by the celebrant or preacher to reinforce the lessons or teaching of
the day.)

Proper Preface
Easter
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true
Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us, and has taken away the
sin of the world; who by his death has destroyed death, and by
his rising to life again has won for us everlasting life.

Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 2019. The Psalm verses
are taken from the New Coverdale Psalter of the BCP 2019. Scripture quotations are taken from
The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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