THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF

EASTER

Year A

Seasonal Greeting
Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Collect of the Day
Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so perfectly to
know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may
steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal glory; through Jesus
Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading
Acts 17:1-15
Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to
Thessalonica, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 2 And Paul went in, as
was his custom, and on three Sabbath days he reasoned with them from the
Scriptures, 3 explaining and proving that it was necessary for the Christ to suffer
and to rise from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is
the Christ.” 4 And some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, as
did a great many of the devout Greeks and not a few of the leading women. 5 But
the Jews were jealous, and taking some wicked men of the rabble, they formed a
mob, set the city in an uproar, and attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring
them out to the crowd. 6 And when they could not find them, they dragged Jason
and some of the brothers before the city authorities, shouting, “These men who
have turned the world upside down have come here also, 7 and Jason has received
them, and they are all acting against the decrees of Caesar, saying that there is another king, Jesus.” 8 And the people and the city authorities were disturbed when
they heard these things. 9 And when they had taken money as security from Jason
and the rest, they let them go.
10
The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, and
when they arrived they went into the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now these Jews were
more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so. 12 Many of
them therefore believed, with not a few Greek women of high standing as well as
men. 13 But when the Jews from Thessalonica learned that the word of God was
1

proclaimed by Paul at Berea also, they came there too, agitating and stirring up
the crowds. 14 Then the brothers immediately sent Paul off on his way to the sea,
but Silas and Timothy remained there. 15 Those who conducted Paul brought him
as far as Athens, and after receiving a command for Silas and Timothy to come to
him as soon as possible, they departed.

or
Deut 6:20-25
“When your son asks you in time to come, ‘What is the meaning of the testimonies and the statutes and the rules that the LORD our God has commanded
you?’ 21 then you shall say to your son, ‘We were Pharaoh's slaves in Egypt. And
the LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 22 And the LORD
showed signs and wonders, great and grievous, against Egypt and against Pharaoh
and all his household, before our eyes. 23 And he brought us out from there, that
he might bring us in and give us the land that he swore to give to our fathers.
24
And the LORD commanded us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD
our God, for our good always, that he might preserve us alive, as we are this day.
25
And it will be righteousness for us, if we are careful to do all this commandment before the LORD our God, as he has commanded us.’
Reader:
The word of the Lord. 		
People:
Thanks be to God.

Psalter Verses
(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epistle and the Gospel,
with the congregation standing in preparation for the Gospel. At services where there
is a hymn or canticle before the Gospel, the psalm might be said between the Old
Testament and Epistle, the people seated.)

Psalm 66:1-11 or 66:1-8
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Be joyful in God, all you lands; *
sing praises to the honor of his Name; make his praise to be glorious.
Say to God, “How wonderful are your works; *
through the greatness of your power shall your enemies cower before you.
For all the world shall worship you, *
sing to you, and praise your Name.”
O come and see the works of God, *
how wonderful he is in his doing toward all people.
He turned the sea into dry land, so that they went through the water on foot; *
therefore in him let us rejoice.
He rules with his power for ever; his eyes keep watch over the nations; *
let not the rebellious exalt themselves.
2

Bless our God, you peoples, *
and make the voice of his praise to be heard,
8
Who holds our soul in life, *
and does not allow our feet to slip.
9
( For you, O God, have proved us; *
you have tried us, as silver is tried.
10
You brought us into the snare *
and laid trouble upon our backs.
11
You allowed men to ride over our heads; we went through fire and water; *
but you brought us out into a place of plenty. )
7

New Testament Reading
1 Peter 2:1-12
So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander.
2
Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow
up into salvation— 3 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good.
4
As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God
chosen and precious, 5 you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to
God through Jesus Christ. 6 For it stands in Scripture:
“Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and
whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.”
7
So the honor is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe,
“The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,”
8
and
“A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.”
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.
9
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light. 10 Once you were not a people, but now you are
God's people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.
11
Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain from the passions of the
flesh, which wage war against your soul. 12 Keep your conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may see
your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.
Reader:
The word of the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel
3

Deacon:
People:

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John 14:1-14
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my
Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go
to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also. 4 And you
know the way to where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not
know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him,
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except
through me. 7 If you had known me, you would have known my Father also.
From now on you do know him and have seen him.”
8
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus
said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip?
Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?
10
Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words
that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells
in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in the Father and the Father is in
me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.
12
“Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes in me will also do the works that
I do; and greater works than these will he do, because I am going to the Father.
13
Whatever you ask in my name, this I will do, that the Father may be glorified
in the Son. 14 If you ask me anything in my name, I will do it.
Deacon:
The Gospel of the Lord.
People:
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Offertory and Post-Communion Sentences
(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen by the celebrant or
preacher to reinforce the lessons or teaching of the day.)

Proper Preface
Easter
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was offered for us,
and has taken away the sin of the world; who by his death has destroyed death,
and by his rising to life again has won for us everlasting life.
Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 2019. The Psalm
verses are taken from the New Coverdale Psalter of the BCP 2019. Scripture quotations are taken
from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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