November 29, 2020

St. Andrew’s Anglican Church

Our Children’s Ministry
team delivered materials
to children in pre-school
through elementary
school this week to
help them follow along
with our Godly Play videos for Advent.
The materials include supplies to make five
plaques—four for each week of Advent and
one for Christmas—representing the people
we encounter on the journey to Bethlehem.
Above, the plaque for the first week in
Advent features The Prophets, who pointed
the way to the Messiah.
Included with the materials was a special
surprise, not to be opened until Dec. 6.
Hmmm … whose feast day is Dec. 6? See
next week’s edition of “The Net” for the
story of this special Advent saint.

Keep an eye on your email!
As we head into colder weather and cases
of COVID-19 continue to surge in Central
Ohio, we’ll be making you aware of any
service cancellations by email and text
message. Please check your profile on the
Member Connection to make sure that
the email listed as your primary address
is correct, and that your mobile phone
number is designated as such in the dropdown next to it to assure that you receive
correspondence from us.

Above, Fr. Ron Baird
administers the
Sacrament of Holy
Baptism to a young
man during last week’s
livestream service, and
at left, seals him as
Christ’s own forever.

Advent: A holiness in the waiting

For all the difficulties this year has brought, it is quite comforting to
have the familiar season of Advent to embrace right now. In Advent, we
watch and wait for the coming of Jesus at Christmas, for his arrival on
earth. This year, we are waiting like never before; for a vaccine, for the
pandemic to end, for things to return to “normal” at work, school, and
church. Much like Mary was separated from her family when she gave
birth in Bethlehem, many of us are separated from family and loved
ones this year. While it would be easy to just start planning for when this
is all over, the reality is we are still in a season of waiting. We have the
opportunity during Advent to ponder and reflect on God’s love, hope,
and personal insight for our lives.
Fr. Shane Tucker, our youth and family life pastor, and Tally Whitehead,
director of discipleship ministries, have selected a couple of free
2020 devotionals to recommend to parish members for Advent. Both
devotionals are visually appealing and include scripture for reflection
and prayer. The first one is titled “The Jesse Tree,” published by Martin
Luther College. This colorful devotional is geared for adults, but also
includes suggestions for family use, printable paper ornaments and a link
for children’s supplemental reading. You can click here to download a
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The Daily Lectionary
Week of the First Sunday in Advent • Nov. 29-Dec. 5

Sunday, Nov. 29 — A.M.: Psalms 75, 76; Ecclesiasticus 10:1-24; Acts 23:12-35
P.M.: Psalms 79, 82; Isaiah 42; Luke 8:22-56
Monday, Nov. 30 (Feast of St. Andrew) — A.M.: Psalm 78:1-18; Ecclesiasticus
11:1-9,18-28; John 1:35-42 P.M.: Psalm 78:19-40; Isaiah 43; Luke 9:1-17
Tuesday, Dec. 1 — A.M.: Psalm 78:41-73; Ecclesiasticus 14; Acts 24:1-23 P.M.:
Psalm 80; Isaiah 44; Luke 9:18-50
Wednesday, Dec. 2 — A.M.: Psalm 81; Ecclesiasticus 17; Acts 24:24—25:12 P.M.:
Psalm 83; Isaiah 45; Luke 9:51-62
Thursday, Dec. 3 — A.M.: Psalm 84; Ecclesiasticus 18:1-26,30-33; Acts 25:13-27
P.M.: Psalm 85; Isaiah 46; Luke 10:1-24
Friday, Dec. 4 — A.M.: Psalms 86, 87; Ecclesiasticus 21; Acts 26 P.M.: Psalm 88;
Isaiah 47; Luke 10:25-42
Saturday, Dec. 5 — A.M.: Psalm 89:1-18; Ecclesiasticus 34; Acts 27 P.M.: Psalm
89:19-51; Isaiah 48; Luke 11:1-28
Next Sunday, Dec. 6 (Feast of St. Nicholas) — A.M.: Psalm 90; Ecclesiasticus
38:1-15,24-34; Acts 28:1-15 P.M.: Psalm 91; Isaiah 49; Luke 11:29-54
—•—

Next Sunday’s Lectionary
The Second Sunday in Advent • December 6

First Reading: Isaiah 40:1-11 (5 p.m. & 9 a.m.); 2 Peter 3:8-18 (11:15)
Psalm 85 (5 p.m. & 9 a.m.)
Second Reading: 2 Peter 3:8-18 (5 p.m. & 9 a.m.)
Gospel: Mark 1:1-8
—•—

Prayers for the Church

Anglican Church in North America: Bishop Neil Lebhar, his wife Marcia, and
the clergy and people of the Diocese of the Gulf Atlantic.
Anglican Diocese of the Great Lakes: All Transitional Deacons and
Seminarians: Deacon John Betz, Deacon Donna Purkis, Deacon Jonathon Wylie,
Deacon Kris Rolls, Deacon Emilie Wierda, and Deacon Daniel Day.
Parish Cycle of Prayer: Fr. Shane, Christy, Neve, Aidan, Keely and Liam
Tuckery; Bruce, Peggy, and Hannah Vanderhoff; Fr. Wil and Cindy Verhoff; the
Sunday Morning Apostles Small Group; and the Prayer Shawl Ministry
—•—

Encouragement for your time with God

We should ask God for the good things He wants to give us. “… for it is God
who works in you to will and to act in order to fulfill his good purpose.”
(Philippians 2:13) “The Lord will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, O Lord,
endures forever. Do not forsake the work of your hands.” (Psalm 138:8)

— From the St. Andrew’s Prayer Ministry Team

December Birthdays
Kerri Brock
Reed Casbarro
Rachel Cherubini
Sarah Fabian
Burt Otani
Deryck Richardson
Steve Sattler
Alan Seitz
Braeden Snead
Candy Tracy
Peter Vanderhoff
Cindy Verhoff
Jon Wallace

December Anniversaries
Ryan & Diane Bobay
Carlo & Rachel Cherubini
Frank & Jo Edda Habeker
Joh & Chin Osmond
Bob & Alex Seyerle
Bill & Debbie Sterling
Steve & Jan Zacharias

Easy links

Remember that underlined text in
dark red like this in “The Net” and
our other electronic publications
represents a hot link that you may
click to download a resource, go to a
form or another page on our website,
or send an email to an individual
mentioned in an article.

Forgot your password?

If you’ve forgotten your Member
Connection login or password, go to
standrews.onechurchsoftware.com
and click on “Forgot Password?”
You’ll be prompted to enter your
email address, and will receive an
email with instruction to re-set your
password. If you get a message that
your email address is not associated
with a Member Connection account
click on “Register” and follow the
prompts.
—•—
Have a prayer request or praise
report? Fill out the online form at
standrewspolaris.org under the
“Scripture & Prayer” drop-down
menu (you don’t need to log in to
submit a prayer request); or call us
at 740-548-5112, ext. 1, and we’ll
pass your request along to the Prayer
Chain.

Share your thanksgivings
through the holiday season

Thanksgiving Day has come and gone, but the season of
thanks-giving for the great gift God gave us on that first
Christmas more than two millenia ago, is just beginning.
As strange as these times have been, they’ve been
wonderful too, in that God has been with us every day.
This Advent, the St. Andrew’s Prayer Team ministry
invites you to think of how you are filled with gratefulness
and thanksgiving. We would like you to submit those
things to us by clicking here.
We’ll be publishing the thanksgivings that were originally
submitted for Thanksgiving Day in “The Net” with the
Advent thanksgivings.

Advent
— Continued from the front —

pdf version of this devotional.

The second devotional is Preparing the Way for Jesus.
It is geared for family use and published by Focus on
The Family. It is a relatively short devotional that offers
a simple reflection question at the end. It also includes a
family activity of creating greeting cards. You can click
here to download a pdf version of this devotional.
Along with these devotionals, our amazing Godly Play
teachers, Karen Brust and Lori Cornett, along with Judy
Baird, have put together something for Advent for our
young saints through 5th grade. This advent kit will aid
our children to actively participate and enjoy the Godly
Play lesson each week from the comfort of their home.
As COVID-19 numbers spike across the country, the old
English proverb, “the darkest hour is just before dawn”
feels extremely relevant and poignant for this time. The
2020 season of Advent allow us to remember how dark it
was before Christ came to earth and how he is still active
and alive today, even during a pandemic. Whether you
pick one of these devotionals, read the daily lectionary, or
use an alternate devotional, we encourage you to take the
time this year and draw near to God.

The prophets point the way to God

Today’s Godly Play lesson, together with the next three,
helps children anticipate the Mystery of Christmas.
Together we journey toward Bethlehem, guided by the
prophets (in today’s lesson), and then joined by Mary
and Joseph, the shepherds and the Magi (in the next three
lessons). Finally, we arrive at the birth of Jesus, when the
light of Christ is lit. At right, Godly Play storyteller Karen
Brust lights the candle of the prophets. See your weekly
e-Net, or download the “Godly Play Video Index” from
the “Files” tab of the “St. Andrew’s eNet” group on the
Member Connection, for the link to this week’s lesson. An
outline of the lesson is provided in this week’s Parent’s
Page, also available on the Member Connection.

Christmas Eve worship brings
need for special seating plan
We’re still praying for a decline in the instance of
COVID-19 in our state, country, and the world, so that
Christians everywhere can safely gather this Christmas
Eve to celebrate the Feast of the Incarnation of our Lord.
Here at St. Andrew’s, we’re asking you to sign up in
advance for the Christmas Eve service you plan to attend.
We can accommodate a maximum of 60 people at any one
service, and this will help us maintain social distancing
while assuring that everyone has a seat for Christmas
Eve This will also help us gauge whether we need to add
additional services.
Right now we’re looking at offering two services, at 5:30
p.m. and 8 p.m. You may click one of the links below to
sign up for the service you plan to attend.

• 5:30 p.m. service, contemporary service with traditional
carols from members of our worship band.
• 8 p.m. service, traditional service, with Christmas carols
by our organist.
You may also sign up by calling the Parish Office at
740-548-5112, ext. 1. Seating is first come-first served. If
you sign up and find later that you’re unable to attend
that service, please let us know so that we can release
those seats for others. We appreciate your cooperation in
helping us make this Christmas meaningful for all of those
worshiping with us here at St. Andrew’s!

T

he Feast of St. Andrew, observed in the Church worldwide on Nov. 30,
celebrates the life of our parish’s patron saint. Like his brother Simon
Peter, Andrew was a fisherman in Bethsaida in Galilee, in what is now
present-day Israel. He was with John the Baptist when John pointed to Jesus
and said, “Behold the Lamb of God!”
It was then that he began to follow Jesus, and when Jesus asked Andrew what
he was seeking, Andrew replied by asking him where he lived. Jesus said,
“Come and see.”
Andrew then brought Simon Peter to Jesus, exclaiming, “We have found the
Messiah!” The brothers left their nets to follow Jesus, who promised to make
them “fishers of men.”
Tradition speaks of Andrew carrying the Gospel message to
Greece and Asia Minor following our Lord’s ascension into
heaven. He is said to have been put to death by the Roman
authorities on an x-shaped cross, to which he was tied, rather
than nailed.
He is supposed to have been buried in Patras in southern Greece. An x-shaped
cross, or saltire, is the symbol for St. Andrew, as are fish and fishing nets. Our
parish’s logo cross incorporates this “X” shape. The countries of Russia and
Scotland have chosen St. Andrew as their patron.

Prepare ye the Way of the Lord
In this Advent season, prepare a place in your heart
and life for the coming of God in the flesh: Emmanuel!
As much as is possible in these unique times, make a
commitment to yourself and to God to attend worship
services—in person or virtually—each and every
Sunday in Advent, to confess your sins, to hear his
Word preached, and to receive him into your very life
in the Holy Sacrament of Communion.
By keeping a Holy Advent we open the way to make
a joyful Christmas for ourselves. It serves to keep the
hustle and bustle of December and the commercialism
with which the world hypes Christmas in perspective.
It serves as a reminder to us that Christmas is not about presents under a tree,
but about the greatest gift the world has ever been given: The gift of the Son of
God enfleshed by power of the Holy Spirit in the Virgin Mary. Emmanuel: The
gift of God with us. The salvation of the world!
This Advent let us heed the cry of John the Baptist and of the prophet Isaiah
before him: Prepare ye the way!
This icon of St. Andrew is from a
pillar in Duc In Altum, a church in
Magdala on the Sea of Galilee that
our Holy Land Pilgrims visited this
past summer. Duc In Altum draws
its name from the Latin phrase for
“draw into the deep,” and comes from
Luke 5:4 where Jesus instructs Simon
Peter to “Put out into the deep and
let down your nets for a catch.” Note
the “X” on St. Andrew’s staff, which
symbolizes his crucifixion on an
x-shaped cross, and is similarity to the
cross on the St. Andrew’s logo.

The Advent Wreath

The Advent wreath dates back to ancient celebrations of the
winter solstice—that time of year when the sun reaches its
southern-most point in the heavens and the days are the
darkest and most gloomy. Because they longed for the return
of the sun’s light and life, the ancients stopped all usual activity,
sacrificed the use of their wagon wheels and hung them up, festooned with
lights and greens, in their celebration hall. There they awaited the return of their
sun-god, thinking of the warmth and life he brought. Celebrations culminated in
the “nativity” of the sun—the turning point of the year. As Christians, we use the
same meaningful custom to anticipate the feast of light and life: The Nativity of
the Savior. We add one light on the wreath for each Sunday in Advent. We think
of the darkness after Adam’s sin and watch the growing hope and light as the
prophets and the Virgin help us prepare for the saving birth.
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