December 13, 2020

St. Andrew’s Anglican Church

In-person worship to resume on Christmas Eve
St. Andrew’s will be returning to in-person worship on
Christmas Eve, Thursday, Dec. 24. Please note that this
means we’ll be continuing livestream-only worship
through next Sunday, Dec. 20, with a single livestream on
our YouTube channel at 11:15 a.m. We’ll also be offering
drive-in Communion for the next two Sundays from 12:30
to 1:30 p.m. in the church parking lot.

We’re currently planning two services on Christmas
Eve, at 5:30 p.m. and 8 p.m., and want to stress that it’s
imperative that you make reservations in advance for
the service you wish to attend. To assure proper social
distancing we can accommodate a maximum of 60 people
at any one service, so we’ll be assigning seats on Christmas
Eve based on the number of people you register when

you sign up. This will allow families to sit together, and
assure that we can fill all available seats. If we fill up both
services, we’ll be adding a third.

You may click one of the links below to reserve your seats
for the service you plan to attend.
• 5:30 p.m. service, contemporary service with traditional
carols from members of our worship band.
• 8 p.m. service, traditional service, with Christmas carols
by our organist.
You may also sign up by calling the Parish Office at
740-548-5112, ext. 1. Please remember that seating is first
come-first served. If you sign up and find later that you’re
unable to attend that service, please let us know so that
we can release those seats for others. We appreciate
your cooperation in helping us make this Christmas
— Please turn to inside —

T

he Young Saints of St. Andrew’s aren’t
letting the fact that they’re unable to gather
in person for Godly Play keep them from
faithfully observing Advent. Above and at top right,
children prepare Advent story materials to help them get ready for
the great Mystery of Christmas. And although we had to forego our
annual visit from St. Nicholas, children still received a treat from
this special Advent saint. At right, children display goodies delivered
by our Children’s Ministry team in the name of St. Nicholas, Bishop
of Myra in third century Asia Minor (present-day Turkey), who
became known throughout the land for his generosity to those in
need, and for his love for children. We’re so proud of our Young
Saints, several of whom have shared Godly Play stories with friends
while they’ve been exploring sacred stories from the Old Testament
and the Church year from home this fall.

Resources to help you observe a holy Advent
For all the difficulties this year has brought, it is quite
comforting to have the familiar season of Advent to
embrace right now. In Advent, we watch and wait for the
coming of Jesus at Christmas, for his arrival on earth. This
year, we are waiting like never before; for a vaccine, for the
pandemic to end, for things to return to “normal” at work,
school, and church. Much like Mary was separated from
her family when she gave birth in Bethlehem, many of us
are separated from family and loved ones this year. While
it would be easy to just start planning for when this is all
over, the reality is we are still in a season of waiting. We
have the opportunity during Advent to ponder and reflect
on God’s love, hope, and personal insight for our lives.
Fr. Shane Tucker, our youth and family life pastor, and
Tally Whitehead, director of discipleship ministries, have
selected a couple of free 2020 devotionals to recommend
to parish members for Advent. Both devotionals are
visually appealing and include scripture for reflection and
prayer. The first one is titled “The Jesse Tree,” published
by Martin Luther College. This colorful devotional is
geared for adults, but also includes suggestions for family
use, printable paper ornaments and a link for children’s
supplemental reading. You can click here to download a
PDF version of this devotional.

Prayer Team invites you to
share are your thanksgivings
Hello everyone,

We are living in a strange, different, yet wonderful time.
God has continued to be with us these past months of
COVID-19. God has been there in every step we have
taken.
In Exodus 3:15, God calls us to remember these days. Take
time to reflect on the gratefulness you are feeling, and the
thanksgivings that have touched your heart.
Now—will you share them with us?
In Psalm 9:1 it says “… I will tell of your wonders.” We
encourage you to continue to submit your wondrous
things by clicking here.
We will be combining all of your submissions from
Thanksgiving Day to the end of December. They will then
be published for all to read.
Sincerely,
Your Prayer Team

Christmas Eve
— Continued from the front —

meaningful—and safe—for all of those worshiping with us
here at St. Andrew’s!
Both Christmas Eve services will be livestreamed. We also
plan to have in-person worship on Sunday, Dec. 27, at
9 a.m. and 11:15 a.m., with both being livestreamed.

The second devotional is Preparing the Way for Jesus.
It is geared for family use and published by Focus on
The Family. It is a relatively short devotional that offers
a simple reflection question at the end. It also includes a
family activity of creating greeting cards. You can click
here to download a PDF version of this devotional.
Along with these devotionals, our amazing Godly Play
teachers, Karen Brust and Lori Cornett, along with Judy
Baird, put together something for Advent for our young
saints through 5th grade. Advent kits were delivered last
week to help our children actively participate and enjoy
the Godly Play lesson each week from the comfort of their
home.
As COVID-19 numbers spike across the country, the old
English proverb, “the darkest hour is just before dawn”
feels extremely relevant and poignant for this time. The
2020 season of Advent allow us to remember how dark it
was before Christ came to earth and how he is still active
and alive today, even during a pandemic. Whether you
pick one of these devotionals, read the daily lectionary, or
use an alternate devotional, we encourage you to take the
time this year and draw near to God.

Pledge drive at $365,431

Eighty-three families have responded to the 2021 General
Fund stewardship drive, pledging $365,431 as of this past
Friday. Our goal is $444,300, which means we have $78,869
yet to raise.
The Finance Team will be meeting this coming Monday,
Dec. 14, to finalize the 2021 budget. If you’ve not yet
turned in your pledge please do so immediately. If
possible, please call or email your pledge in to the parish
office at 740-548-5112, ext. 1, or mail@standrewspolaris.
org. You may also pledge online. Instructions for doing
so are in the back of the 2021 Stewardship Campaign
brochure, which may be downloaded from the “Files”
tab of the “St. Andrew’s Members” group of the Member
Connection.

Keep an eye on your email!

As we head into colder weather and cases of COVID-19
continue to surge, be sure to keep an eye on your email
and text messages for any service cancellations.
Please check your profile on the Member Connection to
make sure that the email listed as your primary address is
correct, and that your mobile phone number is designated
as such in the drop-down next to it to assure that you
receive correspondence from us. If you’ve forgotten your
Member Connection login or password, go to standrews.
onechurchsoftware.com and click on “Forgot Password?”
You’ll be prompted to enter your email address, and will
receive an email with instruction to re-set your password.

The Daily Lectionary
Week of the Third Sunday in Advent • Dec. 13-19
Sunday, Dec. 13 — A.M.: Psalm 107:1-22; Ecclesiasticus 49; Revelation 5;
P.M.: Psalm 107:23-43; Isaiah 56; Luke 15:11-32
Monday, Dec. 14 — A.M.: Psalms 108, 110; Ecclesiasticus 50; Revelation 6
P.M.: Psalm 109; Isaiah 57; Luke 16
Tuesday, Dec. 15 — A.M.: Psalms 111, 112; Ecclesiasticus 51; Revelation 7
P.M.: Psalms 113, 114; Isaiah 58; Luke 17:1-19
Wednesday, Dec. 16 — A.M.: Psalm 115; Wisdom 1; Revelation 8
P.M.: Psalms 116, 117; Isaiah 59; Luke 17:20-37
Thursday, Dec. 17 — A.M.: Psalm 119:1-24; Wisdom 2; Revelation 9
P.M.: Psalm 119:25-48; Isaiah 60; Luke 18:1-30
Friday, Dec. 18 — A.M.: Psalm 119:49-72; Wisdom 3; Revelation 10
P.M.: Psalm 119:73-88; Isaiah 61; Luke 18:31—19:10
Saturday, Dec. 19 — A.M.: Psalm 119:89-104; Wisdom 4; Revelation 11
P.M.: Psalm 119:105-128; Isaiah 62; Luke 19:11-28

Special Brotherhood
Zoom meeting Dec. 15

There will be a special meeting of
the Brotherhood of St. Andrew on
Tuesday, Dec. 15, at 7:30 p.m., and
all men and young men of the parish
are invited to attend. We’d like to say
hello to all of our friends, many of
whom we haven’t seen in months, and
check to see how everyone is doing.
We also want everyone’s input on
how the Brotherhood should proceed
in 2021 in the COVID environment
we are currently experiencing, and
will be discussing a new initiative to
encourage our younger parishioners
to take a look at the Brotherhood.

First Reading: I2 Samuel 7:1-17 (5 p.m. & 9 a.m.); 2 Peter 3:8-18 (11:15)
Psalm 132:8-19( (5 p.m. & 9 a.m.)
Second Reading: Romans 16:25-27 (5 p.m. & 9 a.m.)
Gospel: Luke 1:26-38
—•—

There is not a formal lesson planned;
therefore, if you’ve ever thought
about checking us out, now would
be a perfect time to drop in. The
meeting will be on Zoom, so if you
are not currently a member of the
Brotherhood email Ed Summers
at eesummers@sbcglobal.net with
your name and email address.
We’ll add you to our list and send
you instructions on how to join the
Zoom call. The meeting will last
approximately an hour and a half.

Anglican Church in North America: The Rev. Canon Andrew Gross, Canon for
Communications in the ACNA, and his wife Summer.

Year-end giving,
business reminders

Next Sunday, Dec. 20 — A.M.: Psalm 119:129-152; Wisdom 5; Revelation 12
P.M.: Psalm 119:153-176; Isaiah 63; Luke 19:29-48
—•—

Next Sunday’s Lectionary
The Fourth Sunday in Advent • December 20

Prayers for the Church

Anglican Diocese of the Great Lakes: The diocesan staff, Assisting Bishop
Roger Ames; Canon Andrea Orchard; the Rev. Kathleen Rankin, head of
leadership development; and Kate Krumreig, communications director; and
canons in the diocese, Canon Ron Feister, Canon Lee Martin, Canon Dave
Kulchar, Canon Scott Souders, Canon Andrea Orchard, and Canon Ron Allen.
Parish Cycle of Prayer: Ryan, Erica, Ethan and Reagan Weiser; Eric, Tally,
Taylor, Baxter, Keever and Sommer Whitehead; Pete and Terri Wilkinson;
the Sisters in the Spirit Small Group; and the Acolyte Ministry.
—•—

Encouragement for your time with God

Let us find joy in everyday things. “Let the sea resound, and all that is in it; let
the fields be jubilant, and everything in them! Let the trees of the forest sing, let
them sing for joy before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth.” (1 Chronicles
16:32-33). “The meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are mantled
with grain; they shout for joy and sing.” (Psalm 65:13)
— From the St. Andrew’s Prayer Ministry Team
—•—
Have a prayer request or praise report? Fill out the online form at
standrewspolaris.org under the “Scripture & Prayer” drop-down menu (you
don’t need to log in to submit a prayer request); or call us at 740-548-5112, ext.
1, and we’ll pass your request along to the Prayer Chain.

As year-end rapidly approaches,
parishioners are asked to keep the
following deadlines in mind to enable
us to close our 2020 financial records.
Donations by check or cash need
to be received by the church no
later than Thursday, Dec. 31, to
be included on your 2020 giving
statement. Stock transfers should
be initiated by Dec. 17 to allow
for transfer, settlement hold, and
proceeds disbursement, which is
done by check via mail.
Those who have receipts to be
turned in for reimbursement for
church-related purchases in 2020 are
asked to turn them in no later than
Sunday, Dec. 20. Reimbursement
forms are available by contacting
Business Manager Rachel Cherubini
at rcherubini@standrewspolaris.org
or 740-548-5112, ext. 1. Please also
contact Rachel with any questions.
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