December 6, 2020

St. Andrew’s Anglican Church

Hey, kids! Remember to open your
special gift this Sunday from St. Nicholas!
While our Godly Play video today will
be the lesson for the Second Sunday in
Advent, we’re providing the Parent Page
for the Story of St. Nicholas—a special
Advent saint—on the back page of today’s
edition of “The Net” for all to enjoy!

These two girls work with Godly Play materials for Advent while watching last
Sunday’s video.

Special Brotherhood
Zoom meeting Dec. 15

There will be a special meeting of
the Brotherhood of St. Andrew on
Tuesday, Dec. 15, at 7:30 p.m., and
all men and young men of the parish
are invited to attend. We’d like to say
hello to all of our friends, many of
whom we haven’t seen in months, and
check to see how everyone is doing.
We also want everyone’s input on
how the Brotherhood should proceed
in 2021 in the COVID environment
we are currently experiencing, and
will be discussing a new initiative to
encourage our younger parishioners
to take a look at the Brotherhood.
There is not a formal lesson planned;
therefore, if you’ve ever thought
about checking us out, now would
be a perfect time to drop in. The
meeting will be on Zoom, so if you
are not currently a member of the
Brotherhood email Ed Summers
at eesummers@sbcglobal.net with
your name and email address. We’ll
— Please turn to inside —

We’re livestream-only for next two weeks as
we hope to meet in person for Christmas Eve
While Franklin County returned to Level 3 (red) on Ohio’s public health
advisory system this past Thursday, Gov. Mike DeWine cautioned residents
against becoming overly optimistic as COVID-19 numbers remain extremely
high. To do our part
to help stop the
spread, we’ll continue
livestream-only worship
services for the next
two weeks. We remain
hopeful that we’ll be able
to meet in person for
Christmas Eve.
When we do resume
in-person services we’ll
be continuing safety
precautions, which
include reduced seating capacity. We can accommodate a maximum of 60
people at any one service, so we’re asking you to sign up in advance for the
Christmas Eve service you plan to attend. This will help us maintain proper
social distancing, while assuring that everyone has a seat for Christmas Eve
This will also help us gauge whether we need to add additional services.
Right now we’re looking at offering two services on Christmas Eve, at 5:30 p.m.
and 8 p.m. You may click one of the links below to sign up for the service you
plan to attend.
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The Daily Lectionary
Week of the Second Sunday in Advent • Dec. 6-12
Sunday, Dec. 6 (Feast of St. Nicholas) — A.M.: Psalm 90; Ecclesiasticus 38:115,24-34; Acts 28:1-15 P.M.: Psalm 91; Isaiah 49; Luke 11:29-54
Monday, Dec. 7 — A.M.: Psalms 92,93; Ecclesiasticus 39:1-11,16-35; Acts 28:1631 P.M.: Psalm 94; Isaiah 50; Luke 12:1-34
Tuesday, Dec. 8 — A.M.: Psalms 95, 96; Ecclesiasticus 44; Revelation 1 P.M.:
Psalms 97, 98; Isaiah 51; Luke 12:35-53
Wednesday, Dec. 9 — A.M.: Psalms 99, 100, 101; Ecclesiasticus 45; Revelation
2:1-17 P.M.: Psalm 102; Isaiah 52; Luke 12:54-13:9
Thursday, Dec. 10 — A.M.: Psalm 103; Ecclesiasticus 46; Revelation 2:18-3:6
P.M.: Psalm 104; Isaiah 53; Luke 13:10-35
Friday, Dec. 11 — A.M.: Psalm 105:1-22; Ecclesiasticus 47; Revelation 3:7-22
P.M.: Psalm 105:23-44; Isaiah 54; Luke 14:1-24
Saturday, Dec. 12 — A.M.: Psalm 106:1-18; Ecclesiasticus 48; Revelation 4 P.M.:
Psalm 106:19-46; Isaiah 55; Luke 14:25-15:10
Next Sunday, Dec. 13 — A.M.: Psalm 107:1-22; Ecclesiasticus 49; Revelation 5;
P.M.: Psalm 107:23-43; Isaiah 56; Luke 15:11-32
—•—

Next Sunday’s Lectionary
The Third Sunday in Advent • December 13

First Reading: Isaiah 65:17-25 (5 p.m. & 9 a.m.); 2 Peter 3:8-18 (11:15)
Psalm 125 (5 p.m. & 9 a.m.)
Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 (5 p.m. & 9 a.m.)
Gospel: John 3:22-30
—•—

Prayers for the Church

Anglican Church in North America: Archbishop Greg Venables, his wife
Sylvia, and the bishops, clergy, and people of the Anglican Province of South
America.
Anglican Diocese of the Great Lakes: All retired clergy: Fr. Ernie DuRoss,
Fr. Richard Palmer, Fr. Dennis Henkle, Fr. Rex Benfield, Fr. Dean Cole, Rev.
Connie Harris, Very Rev. Richard Terry, Very Rev. Joe Murphy, Fr. Tim Tasker,
and Rev. Canon Lee Martin.
Parish Cycle of Prayer: Chuck and Joyce Waddell; Jon and Jacquie Wallace;
David and Carol Warner; the Sunday Morning Adult Forum; and the
St. Andrew’s Prayer Team.
—•—

Encouragement for your time with God

If you’re not sure how to pray for someone, simply pray that God will keep
them aware of His loving presence. “You make known to me the path of life;
you will fill me with joy in your presence, with eternal pleasures at your right
hand.” (Psalm 16:11) “Then Haggai, the Lord’s messenger, gave this message of
the Lord to the people: ‘I am with you,’ declares the Lord.” (Haggai 1:13)

Prayers sought for
the Gutierrez family
We’re sad to share with you news
of the death of Lloyd Doss, father
of St. Andrew’s parishioner Melissa
Gutierrez, this past Tuesday, Dec. 1.
The funeral will be Sunday, Dec. 6,
at 4 p.m. at the Kirkpatrick Funeral
Home in Washington Court House.

Please keep Melissa, her husband
Tony, and sons Greg, Zach, and Josh,
in your prayers as they mourn the
loss of their beloved father, father-inlaw, and grandfather. And pray also
for Lloyd as he begins in new life in
the nearer presence of our Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ. May his soul and
the souls of all the saints rest in God’s
peace, and may light perpetual shine
upon him.
You may click here for the complete
obituary.

Year-end giving,
business reminders

As year-end rapidly approaches,
parishioners are asked to keep the
following deadlines in mind to enable
us to close our 2020 financial records.
Donations by check or cash need
to be received by the church no
later than Thursday, Dec. 31, to
be included on your 2020 giving
statement. Stock transfers should
be initiated by Dec. 17 to allow
for transfer, settlement hold, and
proceeds disbursement, which is
done by check via mail.
Those who have receipts to be
turned in for reimbursement for
church-related purchases in 2020 are
asked to turn them in no later than
Sunday, Dec. 20. Reimbursement
forms are available by contacting
Business Manager Rachel Cherubini
at rcherubini@standrewspolaris.org
or 740-548-5112, ext. 1. Please also
contact Rachel with any questions
you may have.

Brotherhood
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add you to our list and send you
instructions on how to join the
Zoom call. The meeting will last
approximately an hour and a half.

Resources to help you observe a holy Advent
For all the difficulties this year has brought, it is quite
comforting to have the familiar season of Advent to
embrace right now. In Advent, we watch and wait for the
coming of Jesus at Christmas, for his arrival on earth. This
year, we are waiting like never before; for a vaccine, for the
pandemic to end, for things to return to “normal” at work,
school, and church. Much like Mary was separated from
her family when she gave birth in Bethlehem, many of us
are separated from family and loved ones this year. While
it would be easy to just start planning for when this is all
over, the reality is we are still in a season of waiting. We
have the opportunity during Advent to ponder and reflect
on God’s love, hope, and personal insight for our lives.
Fr. Shane Tucker, our youth and family life pastor, and
Tally Whitehead, director of discipleship ministries, have
selected a couple of free 2020 devotionals to recommend
to parish members for Advent. Both devotionals are
visually appealing and include scripture for reflection and
prayer. The first one is titled “The Jesse Tree,” published
by Martin Luther College. This colorful devotional is
geared for adults, but also includes suggestions for family
use, printable paper ornaments and a link for children’s
supplemental reading. You can click here to download a
PDF version of this devotional.

The second devotional is Preparing the Way for Jesus.
It is geared for family use and published by Focus on
The Family. It is a relatively short devotional that offers
a simple reflection question at the end. It also includes a
family activity of creating greeting cards. You can click
here to download a PDF version of this devotional.
Along with these devotionals, our amazing Godly Play
teachers, Karen Brust and Lori Cornett, along with Judy
Baird, put together something for Advent for our young
saints through 5th grade. Advent kits were delivered last
week to help our children actively participate and enjoy
the Godly Play lesson each week from the comfort of their
home.
As COVID-19 numbers spike across the country, the old
English proverb, “the darkest hour is just before dawn”
feels extremely relevant and poignant for this time. The
2020 season of Advent allow us to remember how dark it
was before Christ came to earth and how he is still active
and alive today, even during a pandemic. Whether you
pick one of these devotionals, read the daily lectionary, or
use an alternate devotional, we encourage you to take the
time this year and draw near to God.

Prayer Team invites you to
share are your thanksgivings
through the holiday season

Livestream-only services

We are living in a strange, different, yet wonderful time.
God has continued to be with us these past months of
COVID-19. God has been there in every step we have
taken.

You may also sign up by calling the Parish Office at
740-548-5112, ext. 1. Seating is first come-first served. If
you sign up and find later that you’re unable to attend
that service, please let us know so that we can release
those seats for others. We appreciate your cooperation in
helping us make this Christmas meaningful for all of those
worshiping with us here at St. Andrew’s!

Hello everyone,

In Exodus 3:15, God calls us to remember these days. Take
time to reflect on the gratefulness you are feeling, and the
thanksgivings that have touched your heart.
Now—will you share them with us?
In Psalm 9:1 it says “… I will tell of your wonders.” We
encourage you to continue to submit your wondrous
things by clicking here.
We will be combining all of your submissions from
Thanksgiving Day to the end of December. They will then
be published for all to read.
Sincerely,
Your Prayer Team

—•—

Have a prayer request or praise report? Fill out the online
form at standrewspolaris.org under the “Scripture &
Prayer” drop-down menu (you don’t need to log in to
submit a prayer request); or call us at 740-548-5112, ext. 1,
and we’ll pass your request along to the Prayer Chain.

— Continued from the front —

• 5:30 p.m. service, contemporary service with traditional
carols from members of our worship band.
• 8 p.m. service, traditional service, with Christmas carols
by our organist.

Please continue to pray with us for a decline in the
instance of COVID-19 in our state, country, and the world,
so that Christians everywhere can safely gather this
Christmas Eve to celebrate the Feast of the Incarnation of
our Lord.

Kroger Rewards net parish $130

Many thanks to the 32 St. Andrew’s families who
earned $130 for our parish through the Kroger
Community Rewards program from August 1 through
Oct. 31. Sign-ups are accepted anytime throughout
the year, and now automatically renew every year. To
enroll, go to krogercommunityrewards.com with your
Kroger Plus card handy, and enter HM254—or St.
Andrew’s Anglican Church—as your selected charity.

Focus
Focus for this
week: St. Nicholas
gave gifts for God!

The Parent Page
December 6, 2020: The Feast of St. Nicholas • St. Andrew’s Anglican Church
The suggested scripture reading for this lesson is Mark 10:13-16
People were bringing little children to Jesus. They wanted him to place his hands on them
to bless them. But the disciples told them to stop. When Jesus saw this, he was angry. He
said to his disciples, “Let the little children come to me. Don’t keep them away. God’s
kingdom belongs to people like them. What I’m about to tell you is true. Anyone
who will not receive God’s kingdom like a little child will never enter
it.” Then he took the children in his arms. He placed his hands on them
to bless them. (NRSV)
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t. Nicholas, Bishop of Myra,

was born
in what current day Turkey, in the village of
Patara, sometime in the third century. He was
born to wealthy Christian parents, who sadly passed away
while Nicholas was young. Even then, his call to serve God
wholly was instilled and he gave away his inheritance to the
much less fortunate and those in ill health. His reputation
became one of being very generous to the needy, a devotion
to children and a sympathy for sailors. He became Bishop of Myra while
still a young man.
The Roman emperor did not care for Christians, so St. Nicholas endured
suffering and was exiled to prison for his faith. He was eventually released
and even attended the first Council of Nicaea in 325 AD, an all-church meeting,
where Christians came together, and initiated what we know call the Nicene
Creed. St. Nicholas is best known for giving gifts in secret to children and these
stories live on still today.

I wonder

Wondering invites our Young Saints to think about and respond to “I wonder”
questions from our teachers about the lesson. We include some below, but we
encourage to ask your young saints other I wonder questions you may ponder.
I wonder what part of the story about St. Nicholas did you like best?
I wonder what part of the story is about you or where you might be in the story?
I wonder how St. Nicholas felt when he gave away all those gifts in secret?

Famous Quote by St. Nicholas of Myra: “The giver of every good and perfect gift has called upon us
to mimic Gods giving, by grace, through faith, and this is not of ourselves.”
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