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Above, a child points out
the cow in the Christmas
story to his big sister. “Of all
creatures there that night,
perhaps the most amazed
was the old cow, who when
she came to the feed box
in the morning to eat some
straw found a baby lying in
the manger!”
Above, two girls listen at the
5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve service
as Godly Play storyteller
Karen Brust tells about that
most holy of nights when the
Christ Child—the Mystery
of Christmas—came into the
world.

Above, a young girl reaches out toward the rising
smoke to symbolically put Jesus in her heart as Miss
Karen extinquishes the Christ candle at the close of
the Christmas Eve story.
—•—
At left, a boy and his big brother show off a print of
the Magi that came in the gift children receved on
Christmas Eve that included gold (in the form of foilwraped chocolate stars), frankincense, and myrrh.

The Daily Lectionary
Week of the First Sunday of Epiphany • January 10-16
Sunday, Jan. 10 — A.M.: Psalm 25; Genesis 10:1-9,15-22,30-32; John
5:25-47 P.M.: Psalm 27; Jeremiah 9; 1 Thessalonians 2:17—3:13
Monday, Jan. 11 — A.M.: Psalms 26,28; Genesis 11:1-9,27-32; John 6:1-21 P.M.:
Psalm 31; Jeremiah 10; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12   
Tuesday, Jan. 12 — A.M.: Psalms 29,30; Genesis 12; John 6:22-40 P.M.: Psalm 33;
Jeremiah 11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13—5:11
Wednesday, Jan. 13 — A.M.: Psalm 34; Genesis 13; John 6:41-71 P.M.: Psalm 35;
Jeremiah 12; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28
Thursday, Jan. 14 — A.M.: Psalms 32, 36; Genesis 14; John 7:1-24 P.M.: Psalm
38; Jeremiah 13; 2 Thessalonians 1
Friday, Jan. 15 — A.M.: Psalm 37:1-17; Genesis 15; John 7:25-52 P.M.: Psalm
37:18-41; Jeremiah 14; 2 Thessalonians 2
Saturday, Jan. 16 — A.M.: Psalm 40; Genesis 16; John 7:53—8:30 P.M.: Psalms
39, 41; Jeremiah 15; 2 Thessalonians 3
Next Sunday, Jan. 17 — A.M.: Psalms 42, 43; Genesis 17; John 8:31-59 P.M.:
Psalm 44; Jeremiah 16; 1 Corinthians 1:1-25
—•—

Next Sunday’s Lectionary
The Second Sunday of Epiphany • January 17
First Reading: 1 Samuel 3:1-20(5 p.m. & 9 a.m.); 1 Corinthians 6:9-20 (11:15)
Psalm 63:1-8 ( (5 p.m. & 9 a.m.)
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 6:9-20 (5 p.m. & 9 a.m.)
Gospel: John 1:43-51 (All)
—•—

Prayers for the Church

Anglican Church in North America: Bishop Eric Menees, his wife Florence, and
the clergy and people of the Diocese of San Joaquín.
Anglican Diocese of the Great Lakes: Fr. Richard Dalton and the people of
Christ the King Mission, Rochester, Michigan.

Parish Cycle of Prayer: Kyle, Kelsie, Marion, Magnolia, Xavier, and Canaan
Meyers; Roshini Abraham; Chiaza, Jane and Phil Anosike; our Pre-K/Younger
Elementary Godly Play Class; and our Layreaders.
—•—

Encouragement for your time with God

God needs you, and all the tasks and jobs you do every day. “Whatever you do,
work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters”
(Colossians 3:23) — From the St. Andrew’s Prayer Ministry Team
—•—

Wednesday noon prayer service continues on Zoom

The Wednesday noon prayer service continues on Zoom. If you’d like to
participate in the service please email Ann Schnapp at acbs2@hotmail.com, and
she will send you an invitation with the link to join the Zoom meeting.

Reminder of policy for
COVID-19 cancellations

The St. Andrew’s Vestry, at it’s
November meeting, adopted a policy
that calls for in-person services to be
canceled in the event that Delaware
or Franklin county is designated at
Level 4 (purple) on Ohio’s public
health advisory system.

In addition to the policy of canceling
services if Delaware or Franklin
county is designated purple, the
Vestry also decided that should a
COVID-19 outbreak be traced back to
a contact at St. Andrew’s, in-person
services will be halted, and the
church will follow appropriate safety
procedures for re-opening.
You may click here for details about
the precautions we’re taking now that
we’ve re-opened.
Please continue to watch for email
and text messages from St. Andrew’s
for updates on any COVID-19 related
cancellations.

Winter weather notice

Please remember to check our
website before heading out for events
and activities at the church if weather
conditions are deteriorating, if roads
are in poor driving condition, or
if there are snow emergencies in
Delaware or Franklin counties. Please
note that all events and activities
at the church are canceled if there
is a Level 3 snow emergency in
Delaware County. If a cancellation
affects a majority of the congregation,
we’ll send out a parish-wide e-mail
and text message. Church service
cancellations will be posted on local
TV stations, as well.

Remember to update
your contact information!

Please check your profile on the
Member Connection to make
sure that the email listed as your
primary address is correct, and
that your mobile phone number is
designated as such in the drop-down
next to it so that you’ll receive any
correspondence we might send.
You may click here to log in to the
Member Connection.

More scenes from Christmas Eve
Clockwise, from upper left, Amanda
Oxenham, a member of Calling of Levi,
the St. Andrew’s contemporary worship
band, sings during the 5:30 p.m. Christmas
Eve service; Eric Emery reads one of the
Scripture lessons; Matt Spanos does his best
Santa impersonation in a white-bearded face
mask; and one of our Young Saints shows
of her holiday spirit with a bow of bows in
Christmas colors and a matching face mask.

Baptism of our Lord reveals God’s power in Jesus
The Feast of the Baptism of our Lord is celebrated on the
Sunday after the Feast of the Epiphany. The reason that
this feast stands in such a prominent position is because it
was the first time that God manifested his power in Jesus
in public.

This is the baptism that Jesus receives. A baptism to be
filled with the Holy Spirit. A baptism of the power of God.
To this the Father testifies, “This is my beloved son with
whom I am well pleased.” God’s public testimony of the
person and power of Jesus the Christ.

When Jesus came to John to be baptized, John was
appalled at the idea. He claimed he was not worthy to
untie Jesus’ sandals. Why should he baptize Jesus for the
forgiveness of sins when Jesus was obviously so much
more righteous than anyone John had ever known?

Other testimonies would come, at the Transfiguration,
through signs and healings: the blind receive their sight
and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear.
And then through that ultimate sign of the power of God:
The Resurrection.

John tells Jesus, “I need to be baptized by you …”
(Matthew 3:14) But Jesus answers him, “Let it be so now;
for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”
Why does Jesus insist on this? Why does he need to be
baptized?

When we come to be baptized as Christians, we come not
only to be baptized, but to testify to a sinful and broken
world of the Good News of God’s salvation through Jesus
Christ.

The answer is one that John gave earlier in Matthew 3:11.
“I baptize you with water for
repentance, but he who is coming after me … will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and with fire.”

With the power of God with us, we are called to open
the eyes of the blind, open the ears of the deaf, enable
the mute to speak and the lame to walk. In other words,
we are to set those who are captive to sin free from the
darkness to walk as the children of light!
— By Fr. Ron Baird
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