St. Andrew’s Anglican Church

January 3, 2021

Above, in a year when CDC
recommendations against
congregational singing meant
Christmas Eve services were a
little quieter than usual, Bonnie
Freeman uses sign language to
“sing” O Come, All Ye Faithful.
Top left, a mother and daughter look upon the Christ Child in the creche in the
Narthex; top right, an acolyte prepares to carry the cross at the 5:30 p.m. service;
above left, Fr. Ron Baird processes with the Christ Child to the creche; and above
right, Bill Fieger shovels the front porch of the church for folks arriving for the 8 p.m.
service.

See more photos from
Christmas Eve in next
week’s edition of “The Net!”

The Daily Lectionary
Week of the First Sunday of Epiphany (Feast of the Baptism of our Lord)
January 3-9
Sunday, Jan. 3 — A.M.: Psalm 9; Genesis 3; John 2 P.M.: Psalm 10; Jeremiah
2:1-22; Galatians 3
Monday, Jan. 4 — A.M.: Psalms 8, 11; Genesis 4; John 3:1-21 P.M.: Psalms 15,
16; Jeremiah 3; Galatians 4
Tuesday, Jan. 5 — A.M.: Psalms 12, 13, 14; Genesis 5; John 3:22-36 P.M.: Psalm
17; Jeremiah 4; Galatians 5
Wednesday, Jan. 6 (Feast of the Epiphany — A.M.: Psalms 96,97; Genesis 6;
Matthew 2:1-12 P.M.: Psalms 67, 72; Jeremiah 5; John 2:1-12
Thursday, Jan. 7 — A.M.: Psalm 18:1-20; Genesis 7; John 4:1-26 P.M.: Psalm
18:21-52; Jeremiah 6; Galatians 6
Friday, Jan. 8 — A.M.: Psalm 19; Genesis 8; John 4:27-54 P.M.: Psalms 20,21;
Jeremiah 7:1-28,34; 1 Thessalonians 1
Saturday, Jan. 9 — A.M.: Psalm 22; Genesis 9; John 5:1-24 P.M.: Psalms 23,24;
Jeremiah 8; 1 Thessalonians 2:1-16
Next Sunday, Jan. 10 — A.M.: Psalm 25; Genesis 10:1-9,15-22,30-32; John
5:25-47 P.M.: Psalm 27; Jeremiah 9; 1 Thessalonians 2:17—3:13
—•—

Next Sunday’s Lectionary
The First Sunday of Epiphany (Feast of the Baptism of our Lord)
January 10
First Reading: Isaiah 42:1-9 (5 p.m. & 9 a.m.); Acts 10:34-38 (11:15)
Psalm 89:20-29 ( (5 p.m. & 9 a.m.)
Second Reading: Acts 10:34-38 (5 p.m. & 9 a.m.)
Gospel: Mark 1:7-11
—•—

Prayers for the Church

Anglican Church in North America: Archbishop Justin Arama, his wife Joyce,
and the clergy and people of the Anglican Province of Sudan and South Sudan.
We also pray for Archbishop Ezekiel Kondo and the clergy and people of the
Anglican Province of Sudan.

In the Diocesan Cycle of Prayer, we pray In the Parish Cycle of Prayer, we pray
for the White, Yoakum, and Zacharias families; the Young Lambs class; and our
Chalicists.

Anglican Diocese of the Great Lakes: The Rev. David Harnish, the Rev. Martin
Mahoney, and the people of All Saints Anglican Church of Rochester, New York.
Parish Cycle of Prayer: Adam, Kara and Kaden White; Terry and Karolyn
Yoakum; Steve and Jan Zacharias; the Young Lambs class; and our Chalicists.
—•—

Encouragement for your time with God

God saves and heals. “He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, ...to
proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to
comfort all who mourn,” (Isaiah 61:1b-2) “In the time of my favor I will answer
you, and in the day of salvation I will help you; I will keep you and will make
you to be a covenant for the people, to restore the land and to reassign its
desolate inheritances,” (Isaiah 49:8). — From the St. Andrew’s Prayer Ministry Team

Reminder of policy for
COVID-19 cancellations

The St. Andrew’s Vestry, at it’s
November meeting, adopted a policy
that calls for in-person services to be
canceled in the event that Delaware
or Franklin county is designated at
Level 4 (purple) on Ohio’s public
health advisory system.

In addition to the policy of canceling
services if Delaware or Franklin
county is designated purple, the
Vestry also decided that should a
COVID-19 outbreak be traced back to
a contact at St. Andrew’s, in-person
services will be halted, and the
church will follow appropriate safety
procedures for re-opening.
You may click here for details about
the precautions we’re taking now that
we’ve re-opened.
Please continue to watch for email
and text messages from St. Andrew’s
for updates on any COVID-19 related
cancellations. We ask that you
check your profile on the Member
Connection to make sure that the
email listed as your primary address
is correct, and that your mobile
phone number is designated as such
in the drop-down next to it so that
you’ll receive any correspondence we
might send.
You may click here to log in to the
Member Connection. If you’ve
forgotten your password simply
click on “Forgot Password?” You’ll
be prompted to enter your email
address, and will receive an email
with instructions to re-set your
password. If you get a message that
your email address is not associated
with a Member Connection account
click on “Register” and follow the
prompts.

Wednesday noon prayer
service continues on Zoom

The Wednesday noon prayer service
continues on Zoom. If you’d like to
participate in the service please email
Ann Schnapp at acbs2@hotmail.com,
and she will send you an invitation
with the link to join the Zoom
meeting.

Epiphany: The Feast of Light
Epiphany comes from a Greek word
that means “revealed.” This feast was
first celebrated in the Eastern part
of the Mediterranean world as the
festival of the Revelation of God in
human form. The chief stories in this
celebration were the Visitation of the
Magi and the Baptism of our Lord
This feast of the Revelation is
celebrated on Jan. 6 because under
the old Eastern calendar, this
coincided with he Winter solstice.
Thus, the days stopped becoming
shorter and began to have more
daylight.
Christians in the East adopted the
pagan festival and gave it a Christian
understanding. The understanding of
the true light that has come into the
World, Jesus the Christ.
In the West, a separate feast to
celebrate the coming of God in
human form was adopted. It was
called the Feast of the Incarnation
(enfleshment), or what we now call
Christmas. Again, this was done
because the Western calendar at that
time placed the Winter solstice on
Dec. 25. Of course, we now find the
winter solstice on Dec. 21.
Eventually, the East and West learned
of one another’s feasts. It was
decided to keep both dates and that
both East and West would celebrate
both feasts. Both are important to
our understanding of the revelation
of God in Christ Jesus. In our
observation of them we find that
Christmas does indeed have 12 days!
In the Eastern Orthodox Church,
Epiphany is still the primary festival,
while in the Western churches, we
place the primary festivities on
Christmas.
The Magi story was originally
added by the West to its celebration
of Christmas. Thus, we still sing
songs such as “We Three Kings” as
Christmas carols.
This story was then adopted by the
West as the primary Epiphany story:
The revelation of God to the Gentiles.
The three kings bring gifts to the

Christ child that befit such a noble
birth: Gold as tribute to a mightier
King; Frankincense as the offerings of
our prayers to one who is God; and
myrrh to anoint for burial the one
who is to die for us.

These symbols are still used in our
sacramental life today. We often use
gold in our Eucharistic vessels; we use
real frankincense in our Thurible, and
we anoint people with oil at baptism
as they are buried with Christ in his
death. The gifts for our King are still
in use in the Church today!

Perhaps, like the three Magi, we too
will remember to bear homage to our
King, Jesus, the Christ.
We celebrate the festival of the
Incarnation/Revelation of God to
humans. We celebrate the coming
of the promised one of the prophet
Isaiah, Emmanuel, God with us. We
celebrate the coming into the world
of our long hoped for salvation, Jesus,
our Savior and our Lord!
— By Fr. Ron Baird

T

he gifts the Magi brought for Jesus were
gifts for a King, with special meaning
that would not be revealed until
years later. If your children were at church
on Christmas Eve they received these very
gifts, which are part of this week’s Godly
Play story on The Epiphany. If you weren’t
able to be with us on Christmas Eve,
please watch for these materials to be
delivered to your home by our Children’s
Ministry team in time for you to celebrate The Epiphany on Wednesday, Jan. 6.

Gold
This was a gift recognizing Jesus’ royalty. Not only is gold valuable, but it is also
beautiful and long lasting. Imagine this young poor family receiving a gift such
as this! Clearly the Magi felt that this baby was to be honored no matter what the
circumstances indicated. Tonight’s gift remembers the Gold, as well as the Star
that carried these wise men so far, and is much more tasty!

Frankincense

This gift was an acknowledgment of Jesus’ priesthood. Frankincense was routinely
used in ceremonies in the temples. The resin that gives Frankincense its sweet
smell is not found in the region where Jesus was born; it came only from the East
where the Magi lived. It would have been a very precious gift not only in meaning
but in value as well. Tonight, we have enclosed a piece of Frankincense resin and
some charcoal. Ask an adult for help lighting the charcoal and then putting the
Frankincense on it when it is hot. See how the smoke turns from black to white
and then you can smell the sweet scent of this special gift.

Myrrh

This was one of the more interesting gifts as it is said to have foretold of Jesus’
death. Myrrh, while also very expensive, was routinely used anoint bodies for
burial; not just any body, but those of royalty or the wealthy. This was for someone
whose death was important. Imagine Mary, a young mother, getting a gift like this,
and what she must have thought. However, Mary was not just any mother; she
was the mother of our Savior and knew his purpose. Tonight, you too can smell
the bitter scent of Myrrh. Open the container and smell this fragrance;
compare it to the Frankincense. Which do you like better?

St. Andrew’s Anglican Church • 7521 S. Old State Rd. • Lewis Center, OH 43035 • 740.548.5112 • standrewspolaris.org • mail@standrewspolaris.org

