THE FOURTH SUNDAY OF

EASTER

GOOD SHEPHERD

Year B

Seasonal Greeting
Celebrant
People

Alleluia! Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia!

Collect of the Day
O God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the Good Shepherd of your people: Grant
that, when we hear his voice, we may know him who calls us each by name,
and follow where he leads; who, with you and the Holy Spirit, lives and
reigns, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

First Reading
Acts 4:(23-31)32-37 (5 p.m. Saturday & 9 a.m. Sunday)
( When they were released, they went to their friends and reported what
the chief priests and the elders had said to them. 24 And when they heard
it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, “Sovereign Lord, who
made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them, 25 who
through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by the Holy
Spirit,
“‘Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples plot in vain? 26 The kings of
the earth set themselves, and the rulers were gathered together, against the
Lord and against his Anointed’—
for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy
servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along
with the Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand and
your plan had predestined to take place. 29 And now, Lord, look upon their
threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all
boldness, 30 while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders
are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 31 And when
they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the
word of God with boldness. )
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Now the full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul,
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and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own,
but they had everything in common. 33 And with great power the apostles
were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great
grace was upon them all. 34 There was not a needy person among them,
for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the
proceeds of what was sold 35 and laid it at the apostles' feet, and it was distributed to each as any had need. 36 Thus Joseph, who was also called by the
apostles Barnabas (which means son of encouragement), a Levite, a native of
Cyprus, 37 sold a field that belonged to him and brought the money and laid
it at the apostles' feet.

OR
Ezekiel 34:1-10
The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the
shepherds of Israel; prophesy, and say to them, even to the shepherds, Thus
says the LORD God: Ah, shepherds of Israel who have been feeding yourselves! Should not shepherds feed the sheep? 3 You eat the fat, you clothe
yourselves with the wool, you slaughter the fat ones, but you do not feed the
sheep. 4 The weak you have not strengthened, the sick you have not healed,
the injured you have not bound up, the strayed you have not brought back,
the lost you have not sought, and with force and harshness you have ruled
them. 5 So they were scattered, because there was no shepherd, and they became food for all the wild beasts. My sheep were scattered; 6 they wandered
over all the mountains and on every high hill. My sheep were scattered over
all the face of the earth, with none to search or seek for them.
7
“Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 8 As I live, declares the LORD God, surely because my sheep have become a prey, and
my sheep have become food for all the wild beasts, since there was no shepherd, and because my shepherds have not searched for my sheep, but the
shepherds have fed themselves, and have not fed my sheep, 9 therefore, you
shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 10 Thus says the LORD God, Behold, I am against the shepherds, and I will require my sheep at their hand
and put a stop to their feeding the sheep. No longer shall the shepherds feed
themselves. I will rescue my sheep from their mouths, that they may not be
food for them.
The word of the Lord.
Reader:
People:
Thanks be to God.

Psalter Verses
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(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epistle and the
Gospel, with the congregation standing in preparation for the Gospel. At
services where there is a hymn or canticle before the Gospel, the psalm might be
said between the Old Testament and Epistle, the people seated.)

Psalm 23
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The LORD is my shepherd; *
therefore I can lack nothing.
He shall feed me in green pastures *
and lead me forth beside the waters of comfort.
He shall refresh my soul *
and bring me forth in the paths of righteousness for his Name’s sake.
Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear
no evil, *
for you are with me; your rod and your staff comfort me.
You shall prepare a table before me, in the presence of those who trouble
me; *
you have anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full.
Surely your goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, *
and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for ever.

New Testament Reading
1 John 3:1-10 (5 p.m. Saturday & 9 a.m. Sunday/first reading, 11:15 a.m. Sunday)
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called
children of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us
is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we are God's children now, and what
we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall
be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus
hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.
Everyone who makes a practice of sinning also practices lawlessness; sin is
lawlessness. 5 You know that he appeared in order to take away sins, and in
him there is no sin. 6 No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; no one
who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 7 Little children,
let no one deceive you. Whoever practices righteousness is righteous, as he
is righteous. 8 Whoever makes a practice of sinning is of the devil, for the
devil has been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil. 9 No one born of God makes
a practice of sinning, for God's seed abides in him; and he cannot keep on
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sinning, because he has been born of God. 10 By this it is evident who are
the children of God, and who are the children of the devil: whoever does
not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is the one who does not love
his brother.
Reader:
The word of the Lord.
People:
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel
Deacon:
People:

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to
St. John.
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

John 10:11-16
I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
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He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep,
sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches
them and scatters them. 13 He flees because he is a hired hand and cares
nothing for the sheep. 14 I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my
own know me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I
lay down my life for the sheep. 16 And I have other sheep that are not of this
fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will
be one flock, one shepherd.
Deacon:
The Gospel of the Lord.
People:
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Offertory and Post-Communion Sentences
(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen by the celebrant
or preacher to reinforce the lessons or teaching of the day.)

Proper Preface
Easter
But chiefly are we bound to praise you for the glorious resurrection of your
Son Jesus Christ our Lord; for he is the true Paschal Lamb, who was offered
for us, and has taken away the sin of the world; who by his death has destroyed death, and by his rising to life again has won for us everlasting life.
Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 2019. The Psalm
verses are taken from the New Coverdale Psalter of the BCP 2019. Scripture quotations are taken
from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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