THE FIFTH SUNDAY
OF EPIPHANY

Year C

Seasonal Greeting
Celebrant I will make you as a light for the nations,
People
That my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.
Isaiah 49:6

Collect of the Day
O Lord, our heavenly Father, keep your household the Church continually in your
true religion, that we who trust in the hope of your heavenly grace may always be
defended by your mighty power; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and for ever. Amen.

Old Testament Reading
Judges 6:11-24
Now the angel of the LORD came and sat under the terebinth at Ophrah, which
belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, while his son Gideon was beating out wheat in the
winepress to hide it from the Midianites. 12 And the angel of the LORD appeared
to him and said to him, “The LORD is with you, O mighty man of valor.” 13 And
Gideon said to him, “Please, my lord, if the LORD is with us, why then has all this
happened to us? And where are all his wonderful deeds that our fathers recounted
to us, saying, ‘Did not the LORD bring us up from Egypt?’ But now the LORD
has forsaken us and given us into the hand of Midian.” 14 And the LORD turned to
him and said, “Go in this might of yours and save Israel from the hand of Midian;
do not I send you?” 15 And he said to him, “Please, LORD, how can I save Israel? Behold, my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s
house.” 16 And the LORD said to him, “But I will be with you, and you shall strike
the Midianites as one man.” 17 And he said to him, “If now I have found favor in
your eyes, then show me a sign that it is you who speak with me. 18 Please do not
depart from here until I come to you and bring out my present and set it before
you.” And he said, “I will stay till you return.”
So Gideon went into his house and prepared a young goat and unleavened cakes
from an ephah of flour. The meat he put in a basket, and the broth he put in a pot,
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and brought them to him under the terebinth and presented them. 20 And the angel
of God said to him, “Take the meat and the unleavened cakes, and put them on
this rock, and pour the broth over them.” And he did so. 21 Then the angel of the
LORD reached out the tip of the staff that was in his hand and touched the meat
and the unleavened cakes. And fire sprang up from the rock and consumed the
meat and the unleavened cakes. And the angel of the LORD vanished from his
sight. 22 Then Gideon perceived that he was the angel of the LORD. And Gideon
said, “Alas, O Lord God! For now I have seen the angel of the LORD face to face.”
23
But the LORD said to him, “Peace be to you. Do not fear; you shall not die.” 24
Then Gideon built an altar there to the LORD and called it, The LORD Is Peace.
To this day it still stands at Ophrah, which belongs to the Abiezrites.
Reader:
People:

The word of the Lord. 		
Thanks be to God.

Psalter Verses
(In said services, the psalm verses may be placed between the Epistle and the Gospel,
with the congregation standing in preparation for the Gospel. At services where there is
a hymn or canticle before the Gospel, the psalm might be said between the Old Testament and Epistle, the people seated.)

Psalm 85
1

LORD, you have been gracious to your land; *
you have turned away the captivity of Jacob.

2

You have forgiven the offence of your people *
and covered all their sins.

3

You have taken away all your displeasure *
and turned yourself from your wrathful indignation.

4

Restore us then, O God our Savior, *
and let your anger cease from us.

5

Will you be displeased at us for ever, *
and will you stretch out your wrath from one generation to another?

6

Will you not turn again and quicken us, *
that your people may rejoice in you?

7

Show us your mercy, O LORD, *
and grant us your salvation.

8

I will hearken to what the LORD God will say, *
for he shall speak peace unto his people, and to his saints, that they turn not
2

again.
9

For his salvation is near to those who fear him, *
that glory may dwell in our land.

10

Mercy and truth have met together; *
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.

11

Truth shall flourish out of the earth, *
and righteousness shall look down from heaven.

12

Indeed, the LORD shall show goodness, *
and our land shall give its increase.

13

Righteousness shall go before him, *
and he shall direct his going in the way.

Epistle Reading
1 Corinthians 15:1-11
Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel I preached to you, which you
received, in which you stand, 2 and by which you are being saved, if you hold fast
to the word I preached to you—unless you believed in vain.
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died
for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that he was
raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he appeared to
Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers
at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. 7 Then he
appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of all, as to one untimely born,
he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the apostles, unworthy to be called
an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God I
am what I am, and his grace toward me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked
harder than any of them, though it was not I, but the grace of God that is with me.
11
Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.
3

Reader:
People:

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Holy Gospel
Deacon:
People:

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ, according to St. Luke
Glory to you, Lord Christ.

Luke 5:1-11
On one occasion, while the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God,
3

he was standing by the lake of Gennesaret, 2 and he saw two boats by the lake,
but the fishermen had gone out of them and were washing their nets. 3 Getting
into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, he asked him to put out a little from the
land. And he sat down and taught the people from the boat. 4 And when he had
finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep and let down your nets
for a catch.” 5 And Simon answered, “Master, we toiled all night and took nothing!
But at your word I will let down the nets.” 6 And when they had done this, they
enclosed a large number of fish, and their nets were breaking. 7 They signaled to
their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they came and filled
both the boats, so that they began to sink. 8 But when Simon Peter saw it, he fell
down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord.”
9
For he and all who were with him were astonished at the catch of fish that they
had taken, 10 and so also were James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners
with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be
catching men.” 11 And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed him.
Deacon:
People:

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Offertory and Post-Communion Sentences
(Drawn from verses of Holy Scripture, these sentences are chosen by the celebrant or
preacher to reinforce the lessons or teaching of the day.)

Proper Preface
The Lord’s Day
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who on the first day of the week overcame death
and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting
life.

OR
Epiphany
Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who took on our mortal flesh to reveal his glory;
that he might bring us out of darkness and into his own glorious light.
Sources: The Collect of the Day is taken from the Book of Common Prayer 2019. The Psalm verses
are taken from the New Coverdale Psalter of the BCP 2019. Scripture quotations are taken from
The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a
publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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