St. Andrew’s Anglican Church

Online calendar gets a
new look for a new year!

With the start of a new year comes a new look for the
St. Andrew’s online calendar! The new calendar—
accessible under the “Calendar & Forms” dropdown
menu on our public website, standrewspolaris.org—
features a cleaner interface and improved navigation,
which we hope will make it easier for you to find the parish
activities and events you’re looking for.
You can view the calendar by list, month, or day. On the
month view, hovering over any of the event titles with
— Please turn to the inside —

‘Overview of the
Old Testament’ new
Adult Forum topic

Fr. Ron Baird will introduce “An
Overview of the Old Testament”
today in the Adult Forum. This class,
which will run through spring, is
designed to put the books of the Old
Testament in context, and empower
you to read and come to a deeper
understanding of these earliest
writings of our faith.
We’ll be looking at the Bible as a
library, rather than a single book,
— Please turn to the inside —

Gabriel
the donkey
Toward the end of the Festival of
Nine Lessons and Carols on Dec.
19, as the players in our Nativity
tableau stood for the final song,
a child portraying a donkey in
the manger reached up to take
the hand of his big sister, who
portrayed the archangel Gabriel.
At left, choir members Jackie
Menke and Joyce Waddell react
to the cuteness.

The Daily Lectionary
Week of the First Sunday of Epiphany • Jan. 9-15

Sunday, Jan. 9 — A.M.: Psalm 22; Genesis 9; John 5:1-24 P.M.: Psalms 23,24;
Jeremiah 8; 1 Thessalonians 2:1-16
Monday, Jan. 10 — A.M.: Psalm 25; Genesis 10:1-9,15-22,30-32; John 5:25-47
P.M.: Psalm 27; Jeremiah 9; 1 Thessalonians 2:17—3:13  
Tuesday, Jan. 11 — A.M.: Psalms 26,28; Genesis 11:1-9,27-32; John 6:1-21
P.M.: Psalm 31; Jeremiah 10; 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12   
Wednesday, Jan. 12 — A.M.: Psalms 29,30; Genesis 12; John 6:22-40
P.M.: Psalm 33; Jeremiah 11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13—5:11
Thursday, Jan. 13 — A.M.: Psalm 34; Genesis 13; John 6:41-71 P.M.: Psalm 35;
Jeremiah 12; 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28
Friday, Jan. 14 — A.M.: Psalms 32, 36; Genesis 14; John 7:1-24 P.M.: Psalm 38;
Jeremiah 13; 2 Thessalonians 1
Saturday, Jan. 15 — A.M.: Psalm 37:1-17; Genesis 15; John 7:25-52
P.M.: Psalm 37:18-41; Jeremiah 14; 2 Thessalonians 2
Next Sunday, Jan. 16 — A.M.: Psalm 40; Genesis 16; John 7:53—8:30
=P.M.: Psalms 39, 41; Jeremiah 15; 2 Thessalonians 3
—•—

Next Week’s Eucharistic Lectionary
The Second Sunday of Epiphany • Jan. 16

First Reading: Isaiah 62:1-5 (5 p.m. & 9 a.m.); 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 (11:15 a.m.)
Psalm 96 (BCP 395)
Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11 (5 p.m. & 9 a.m.)
Gospel: John 2:1-11 (All)
—•—

Prayers for the Church

Anglican Church in North America: The College of Bishops Meeting January
10th through 14th. Almighty Father, we pray that they may be faithful witnesses
for Jesus Christ and empowered by your Holy Spirit to serve you in the world.
Anglican Diocese of the Great Lakes: The people of All Saints Anglican
Church, Rochester, New York and the rector search process there.

Parish Cycle of Prayer: Par Carpenter-Ayers and Steve Ayers; Alan Carter; and
the Women’s Evening Small Group.

A Prayer for the Selection of a Rector: Almighty God, giver of every good gift:
Look graciously on your Church, and so guide the minds of those who shall
choose a Rector for this Parish that we may receive a faithful pastor who will
preach the Gospel, care for your people, equip us for ministry, and lead us forth
in fulfillment of the Great Commission; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
—•—

Encouragement for your prayer time

In this new year, we can move even more toward Christ in our relationships.
“Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so that you have
sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the heart.” (1 Peter
1:22) — From the St. Andrew’s Prayer Ministry Team

Poinsettias yours for the taking today

The poinsettias at the altar are available today for anyone who would like to
take one home. Please feel free to take a poinsettia or two to anyone whose day
you’d like to brighten, as well. Poinsettias left after today will be disposed of
this coming week.

March for Life
in D.C. on Jan. 21

The 48th anniversary of the Roe v.
Wade decision in l974 is Jan. 22. This
year’s March for Life in Washington,
D.C. will be Friday, Jan. 21, and
Anglicans for Life will meet in front
of the Museum of Natural History
at 10th Avenue and Constitution at
noon as the march begins. Deacon
Becky Spanos has attended the March
in the past, and says it is an amazing,
life changing event filled with prayer,
singing, testimonies, and fellowship
in the Gospel.
The Holy Scriptures are full of
references to the beginning of life.
Our Advent readings tell of John
leaping in Elizabeth’s womb at the
sight of the Virgin Mother Mary.

Anglicans for Life is an affiliate of the
Anglican Church in North America,
which calls on members and clergy
to promote and respect the sanctity of
every human life from conception to
natural death.
Buses are leaving for the March from
the Columbus area at various times.
If you are interested in going or
sending someone, please be in touch
with Deacon Becky at Deaconbecky@
aol.com and she will do her best
to get you there. You would be
representing our Lord, and those
unborn known only to God.

Adult Forum
— Continued from the front —

and will discuss the purpose of the
different books of the Old Testament
and their place in salvation history.
The Forum is held between services
on Sundays—from about 10:15 to
11 a.m.—in the Sanctuary. Grab a cup
of coffee or tea, and come join us as
we explore the Old Testament, and
consider what it has to say about
God’s relationship with us, and our
relationship with him.

Baptism of our Lord reveals God’s power in Jesus
The Feast of the Baptism of our Lord is celebrated on the
Sunday after the Feast of the Epiphany, this year on Jan.
9. The reason that this feast stands in such a prominent
position is because it was the first time that God
manifested his power in Jesus in public.

This is the baptism that Jesus receives. A baptism to be
filled with the Holy Spirit. A baptism of the power of God.
To this the Father testifies, “This is my beloved son with
whom I am well pleased.” God’s public testimony of the
person and power of Jesus the Christ.

When Jesus came to John to be baptized, John was
appalled at the idea. He claimed he was not worthy to
untie Jesus’ sandals. Why should he baptize Jesus for the
forgiveness of sins when Jesus was obviously so much
more righteous than anyone John had ever known?

Other testimonies would come, at the Transfiguration, and
through signs and healings as the blind receive their sight
and the lame walk, lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear.
And then through that ultimate sign of the power of God:
The Resurrection.

John tells Jesus, “I need to be baptized by you …”
(Matthew 3:14) But Jesus answers him, “Let it be so now;
for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”
Why does Jesus insist on this? Why does he need to be
baptized?

When we come to be baptized as Christians, we come not
only to be baptized, but to testify to a sinful and broken
world of the Good News of God’s salvation through Jesus
Christ.

The answer is one that John gave earlier in Matthew 3:11.
“I baptize you with water for repentance, but he who is
coming after me … will baptize you with the Holy Spirit
and with fire.”

With the power of God with us, we are called to open
the eyes of the blind, open the ears of the deaf, enable
the mute to speak and the lame to walk. In other words,
we are to set those who are captive to sin free from the
darkness to walk as the children of light!
B By Fr. Ron Baird

New calendar
— Continued from the front —

your cursor (or tapping and holding on a mobile device) brings up a
mini preview, including a photo if there’s one associated with the event,
and clicking on the event title brings up a summary of the event with
further details, including location, a more complete description, and any
other information the event organizer has provided, such as a link for
Zoom meetings, and more. One of the things we really like about the new
calendar is that the month view shows times for events. (See a
comparison of the old and new month views at right.)
You can currently search for events by name or description
from any view of the calendar itself, and we are working
on adding the capability to search by location so that you
can see at a glance which rooms are in use on what days. In
the meantime, you can search by location from the general
search bar (indicated by the magnifying glass icon at the top
right of any page). We’ll go more in depth next week about
how you can use that feature to learn if a particular room is
booked on a given day.
You can easily jump ahead to any date—or return to the
calendar for a previous month or year—by clicking on the
down arrow to the right of the month name at the top of the
calendar.
And finally, while we’ll be unveiling more new calendar
features in the not-too-distant future, we want to point out
that in addition to exporting events you can now subscribe
to the St. Andrew’s calendar on your Google Calendar or
iCalendar by clicking on the “Subscribe to calendar” button
at the bottom of the calendar in any view.
Watch for more website enhancements and other helpful
website tips in future editions of “The Net.” If you
have questions please contact Judy Baird at jbaird@
standrewspolaris.org or 740-548-5112, ext. 3.

Old

New

O

ur Choir,
organist and
string musicians
presented the Festival
of Nine Lessons and
Carols on the last
Sunday in Advent, Dec. 19. A Nativity
tableau with our children portraying key
characters in the Christmas story and our
youth reading the Scripture lessons brought a decidedly St. Andrew’s
flavor to this Anglican tradition, which dates back to 1880, when Edward White
Benson (later to become the Archbishop of Canterbury) designed the service for
use on Christmas Eve in Cornwall, England. See more pictures from the Festival,
as well as Christmas Eve, under “News from St. Andrew’s” toward the bottom of
the home page of our website at standrewspolaris.org.
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