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Discover your 
Anglican heritage!
Fr. Ron and Judy Baird invite you to join them on an Anglican Heritage Tour of England this fall. We plan to depart 
Columbus on Sunday, Oct. 9 and return on Friday, Oct. 21. 

This pilgrimage is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to explore the riches of the Anglican Church in England, and come 
away with a new appreciation of the heritage of faith that is yours. 

The Church has existed in England since the 1st Century A.D., long before the Roman Catholic Church sent  
St. Augustine to Canterbury 1,427 years ago. This exclusive pilgrimage will take us back to where it all began. Can you 
hear the chanting of monks in ancient cathedrals? Can you see the royal coronations in Westminster Abbey? Can you 
imagine yourself sitting down with C.S. Lewis, J. R. R. Tolkien, and other members of The Inklings literary discussion 
group at the University of Oxford?  

A highlight of the trip will be a pilgrimage to Canterbury Cathedral, the Mother 
Church of Anglicanism and one of the oldest and most famous Christian 
structures in England. Before the English Reformation the cathedral was part 
of a Benedictine monastic community known as Christ Church, Canterbury, as 
well as being the seat of the archbishop. Thomas à Becket—then Archbishop of 
Canterbury—was martyred there in 1170 by knights in the service of King Henry 
II as he knelt in prayer during evening vespers.  

While in Canterbury, we’ll also visit St. Martin’s Church, which is recognized as 
the oldest church building in Britain still in use as a church, and the oldest parish 
church in the English-speaking world. St. Martin’s was established as the private 
chapel of Queen Bertha of Kent before St. Augustine arrived from Rome in 597, 
and Queen Bertha’s pagan husband, King Æthelberht, was baptized there by 
Augustine soon thereafter. Along with Canterbury Cathedral and  St. Augustine’s 
Abbey, St. Martin’s is part of a World Heritage Site.

From there we’ll be writing our own Canterbury tale as we trace the footsteps of 
the masons who laid the stones for some of the greatest cathedrals in England, 
Anglicanism’s earliest pilgrims, and some of our Church’s greatest theologians. 
We’ll visit Salisbury Cathedral, home of one of the four surviving original copies  
of the Magna Carta, and whose spire has been the tallest in the United Kingdom 
since 1561; Glastonbury Tor, the site of legends surrounding Joseph of 
Arimathea, the Holy Grail and King Arthur; and the ruins Coventry Cathedral, 
whose haunting beauty inspires a powerful message of reconciliation. In these and other places, you’re sure to be moved by 
the sheer majesty of our Anglican story. We’ll also visit many of the famous sites in England, including the Tower of London, 
Churchill’s War Rooms, Stonehenge, and more.   

Please consider joining us in England this fall!  If you are interested in participating in the tour or have more questions 
please contact Fr. Ron at rbaird@standrewspolaris.org or 740-548-5112, ext. 2 or Judy at jbaird@standrewspolaris.org or 
740-548-5112, ext. 3.
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Anglican Heritage Tour
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$5,206 per person, including airfare

A 30% deposit of $1,561.80 is due by June 30, with the 
remainder due by August 15. A single room supplement is 
$850. Please see Terms & Conditions on the back page for 
payments methods accepted. Insurance is separate with 
price dependent upon individual policy selection by the tour 
participant. We must have deposits no later than June 30 from 
at least 10 participants traveling with us, otherwise the trip 
will be canceled.

Becket’s Crown, the eastern most point 
of Canterbury Cathedral (Photo by 
DAVID ILIFF. License: CC BY-SA 3.0)



Itinerary
Sunday, Oct. 9-Monday, Oct. 10
Columbus to London 
We depart Columbus in the early afternoon on an American Airlines flight, arriving 
at Healthrow Airport in London early Monday morning.

A full day of sightseeing takes us to the majestic Westminster Abbey —or more 
officially the Collegiate Church of St. Peter—which holds a unique position 
in British history as both the coronation and burial place of most of England’s 
sovereigns. From William the Conqueror through to Queen Elizabeth II, all except 
two monarchs have been crowned in the Abbey.

Consecrated by Mellitus, the first bishop of London, in 616 A.D., the cathedral 
contains the Shrine of St. Edward the Confessor, the tombs of Queens Elizabeth I 
and Mary and the Shrine of Our Lady of the Pew. Poets Corner in the South Transept 
is overflowing with the graves and memorials of writers from Chaucer onward. 

We’ll also visit the infamous Tower of London which dates back to about 1078. 
Here you will view the Crown Jewels and remember some of its residents such as  
St. Thomas More, Bishop St. John Fisher, Queen Anne Boleyn, Archbishop Laud and 
Sir Walter Raleigh. All spent their last days here before execution on Tower Green.

Our final tour of the day will be of the Temple Church, built by the Knights Templar 
as their English headquarters and consecrated on Feb. 10, 1185 by Patriarch 
Heraclius of Jerusalem. The influential theologian Richard Hooker made his famous 
defense of Anglicanism as the “Via Media” here in the late 16th Century.

Dinner and overnight will be in the Kensington area of London.

Tuesday, Oct. 11 
London  
Following breakfast at our hotel, we travel by motorcoach from London to the 
countryside of Kent and Canterbury Cathedral, the Mother Church of the Anglican 
Communion. 

Canterbury is the most important ancient city in all of England, and in 560 became 
the kingdom of Æthelberht, King of Kent, and his Queen Bertha, who was a 
Christian. St. Augustine arrived at Canterbury in 597, having been sent to England 
from Rome by Pope Gregory the Great. Founded in 598 when Augustine established 
a Benedictine monastery, the cathedral became the burial place of kings and 
archbishops. It was completely rebuilt between 1070 and 1077, and enlarged at the 
beginning of the 12th century. 

Thomas à Becket was martyred in Canterbury Cathedral in 1170 by knights of Henry 
II and was canonized three years later. Canterbury thus became the English center of 
pilgrimage, and was later immortalized in Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales. The cathedral 
was largely rebuilt in the Gothic style following a fire in 1174, with significant 
expansion to accommodate the increasing numbers of pilgrims visiting Becket’s 
shrine. The Norman nave and transepts survived until the late 14th century when 
they were demolished to make way for the present structures.

We’ll have a guided tour of Canterbury Cathedral, see the ancient ruins of Saint 
Augustine’s Abby, and visit St. Martin’s Church, which Augustine found already in 
use—having been built by Æthelberht for his Queen—upon his arrival in England. 
Æthelberht himself was later baptized by St. Augustine at St. Martin’s.

A donation to St. Martin’s, which is not included in the admission to other 
Canterbury sites, is suggested. 

We’ll return to our London hotel for overnight. 
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Wednesday, Oct. 12 
London, South East England, South West England

After breakfast at our hotel we’re on the road again, traveling the England 
countryside to the great cathedrals of Salisbury and Winchester. 

Salisbury Cathedral is most famous for its spire, the tallest in England, and its 
monastic close, the largest in England. From certain vantage points the cathedral, set 
upon the fertile Salisbury Plain along the River Avon, is one of the most striking in 
the United Kingdom. Liturgically, Salisbury is known for the beautiful Sarum Rite. 

The main body of the cathedral, which is regarded as one of the leading examples of 
Early English Gothic architecture, was completed in 38 years, from 1220 to 1258. 

The spire, built in 1320, has been the tallest church spire in the United Kingdom 
since 1561. If you’ve read Susan Howatch’s fictional series about the Church of 
England you will recognize the spire as the inspiration for Starbridge Cathedral. 

The cathedral has the largest cloister and the largest cathedral close in Britain at 80 
acres, contains one of the oldest working clocks in the world, and has one of the 
four surviving original copies of the Magna Carta. In 2008, the cathedral celebrated 
the 750th anniversary of its consecration.

We’ll visit the mysterious pagan Stonehenge, then travel on to the historic city of 
Winchester, capital of the Saxon Kingdom. The Faith came here by way of Bishop 
Birinus in 634 A.D. St. Edward the Confessor was crowned here in 1043 A.D., and 
later, William the Conqueror made Winchester a co-capital with London, and was 
crowned in both Westminster Abbey, on Christmas Day 1066, and in Winchester 
Cathedral during the Easter court in 1070. 

Other famous residents and visitors to Winchester include Jane Austin, who died 
here in 1817, and the poet John Keats, who wrote “Ode to Autumn” here in 1819. 

Construction of Winchester Cathedral began in 862, and it has undergone 
restoration many times, the latest being in 1971. The present structure dates from 
around 1079. 

We’ll return to our London hotel for overnight. 

Thursday, Oct. 13 
London
After breakfast at the hotel, we’ll spend a full day in London, where we’ll walk 
the top-secret corridors of the Churchill War Rooms where the British government 
directed the Second World War and plotted the allied route to victory. Construction 
of the Cabinet War Rooms, located beneath the Treasury building in the Whitehall 
area of Westminster, began in 1938 and became fully operational on August 
27, 1939, just a week before Britain declared war on Germany. The War Rooms 
remained in operation throughout the Second World War, before being abandoned 
in August 1945 after the surrender of Japan.

After the war, the historic value of the Cabinet War Rooms was recognized and 
preservation work began. The War Rooms opened to the public in April 1984, 
looking almost identical to the World War II era, since they remained largely 
untouched after the war ended. They reopened in 2005 following a major 
redevelopment as the Churchill Museum and Cabinet War Rooms, shortened to the 
Churchill War Rooms in 2010.

The adjacent interactive Churchill Museum highlights Sir Winston Churchill’s 
remarkable 90-year life, leadership and legacy, from his lonely childhood to his 
military career, two periods as Prime Minister, and beyond.

We’ll then visit St. Paul’s Cathedral for a guided tour of Sir Christopher Wren’s 
masterpiece. The cathedral is one of the most famous and most recognizable 
buildings in London, sitting on Ludgate Hill, the highest point in the city. Its dome—
among the highest in the world—has dominated the London skyline for more than 
300 years.

The original church, dedicated to Paul the Apostle, was founded in 601 A.D. The 
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present structure, dating from the late 17th century and completed in Wren’s 
lifetime, was part of a major rebuilding program after the Great Fire of London.

The funerals of Admiral Lord Nelson, the Duke of Wellington, Winston Churchill 
and Margaret Thatcher were held in the cathedral.

Jubilee celebrations for two queens—Victoria and Elizabeth II—were held in the 
cathedral, as were services of thanksgiving for Queen Elizabeth II’s 80th and 90th 
birthdays and peace services marking the end of the First and Second World Wars. 
Perhaps the most notable service held here, having been televised to an audience of 
750 million people worldwide, was the wedding of Prince Charles and Lady Diana 
Spencer in 1981.

The cathedral remains a working church, with hourly prayer and daily services. 

We’ll spend the night at our London hotel.

Friday, Oct. 14 
London, South East England, East of England, North East England 
We’ll depart London after breakfast for the city of St. Alban, which owes its name 
to St. Alban, a Roman soldier and the first Christian martyr in England St. Alban was 
beheaded here in 209 A.D. for sheltering the priest Amphibalus who had converted 
him. The city is also the site of two important battles during the War of the Roses. 
Here we’ll tour the Cathedral and Abbey Church of St Alban. 

Our next stop will be the university city of Cambridge, with its stately colleges and 
the River Cam, where we’ll tour King’s College, founded in 1441 by Henry VI. King’s 
College Chapel is regarded as one of the greatest examples of late English Gothic 
architecture. It has the world’s largest fan vault, while the chapel’s stained-glass 
windows and wooden chancel screen are considered some of the finest from their 
era.

We’ll view some of the other colleges with their gorgeous gardens, and end our day 
in York, where we’ll stay overnight.

Saturday, Oct. 15 
North East England
After breakfast at our hotel our pilgrimage continues in the medieval walled-city of 
York, the most important See next to Canterbury. We’ll tour the massive York Minster, 
the largest of its kind in Northern Europe. The minster is the seat of the Archbishop 
of York, the third-highest office of the Church of England (after the monarch as 
Supreme Governor and the Archbishop of Canterbury), and is the mother church 
for the Diocese of York and the Province of York. The title “minster” is attributed to 
churches established in the Anglo-Saxon period as missionary teaching churches, 
and serves now as an honorific title.

Our next stop is Durham Cathedral, which dates from the 10th century. Monks 
fleeing a devastating Viking raid in the year 875 at Lindisfarne carried the body of 
their Abbot St. Cuthbert here. By 995, the great cathedral rose to enshrine his bones. 
The venerable Bede, father of English history, is also buried within the cathedral.

We’ll return to our hotel in York for dinner and overnight.  

Sunday, Oct. 16 
North East England 
We’ll begin the Lord’s Day in worship at the Cathedral Church of St. Peter and St. 
Wilfrid, commonly known as Ripon Cathedral, in the North Yorkshire city of Ripon. 
People have been going to worship and pray at Ripon for more than 1,300 years, 
beginning in the 7th century when Saint Wilfrid built one of England’s first stone 
churches on this site. Within the nave and choir, you can see the evidence of 800 
years in which master craftsmen have expressed their faith in wood and stone. 

The seventh-century crypt of Wilfrid’s church is a significant example of early 
Christian architecture in England. A separate donation to Ripon Cathedral is 
suggested.

The Shrine of St. Alban at St. Albans 
Cathedral in Hertfordshire (Photo by 
DAVID ILIFF. License: CC BY-SA 3.0)
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After church we’re off through the North York Moors to Castle Howard. One of 
Yorkshire’s most famous of houses, the castle is perhaps best known in modern days 
as the setting for the PBS series “Brideshead Revisited.” Castle Howard took 60 years 
to build, from 1699 to 1759, and its Baroque grandeur is without equal in Northern 
England.

Our next stop is the 12th Century Cistercian, Fountains Abbey. This monastic home 
was once the richest in all England. Its romantic ruins stand in a green wooded 
valley of the River Skell, and its well preserved walls quietly boasts of past glory. 

We’ll return to our hotel for our last overnight in York.

Monday, Oct. 17 
North East England
After breakfast at the hotel we’ll depart for Coventry, a city like any other modern 
city in England, with one notable exception—Coventry Cathedral, more formally the 
Cathedral Church of Saint Michael, which was destroyed during a German air raid 
in 1940. 

While only the ruins of the 14th century structure remain, the cathedral has risen 
from the ashes of WWII to become a national symbol of courage and forgiveness. 
The current St Michael’s Cathedral, which was built next to the remains of the old, 
houses the International Centre for Reconciliation and the International Network of 
Communities of the Cross of Nails. Symbols of reconciliation at the cathedral that 
are especially moving are the Charred Cross, which was created from two wooden 
beams found lying in the shape of a cross after the cathedral was bombed, and the 
Coventry Cross of Nails, made of three nails from the roof truss of the old cathedral.

On the lighter side, there persists the legend of Lady Godiva and her eye opening 
ride through the ancient streets. Sympathetic residents refused to look, save 
“Peeping Tom.”

Dinner and overnight will be in Oxford.

Tuesday, Oct. 18 
Midlands and South West England
Following breakfast at the hotel we’ll visit the Roman Baths and Pump Room in 
Bath, one of the most beautiful cities in all of England. Bath is named for the hot 
springs first used by the Romans, who valued the medicinal properties of its waters. 
In the 18th century these Roman baths were re-discovered and became a place of 
prominence.

Next we arrive at nearby Glastonbury Abbey, one of the most spine-tingling sites in 
Britain, dense with layers of legend. Here in 1191, monks conducted an excavation 
and announced they had found the bones of Arthur and his Queen Guinevere. Yet 
another legend asserts that St. Joseph of Arimethea brought the Christ Child here and 
incidentally planted his staff in the ground, resulting in the growth of a thorn-tree. 
Generations of thorn trees are reputed to flower mystically on Christmas Eve. 

Glastonbury Abbey fell into spectacular ruins with the he Dissolution of the 
Monasteries under King Henry VIII of England. In his anger the King had the saintly 
Abbot Richard Whiting hanged, drawn and quartered as a traitor on Glastonbury Tor 
in 1539. Today the bloodshed of the Reformation has past and the Abbey once again 
is a lovely place to wander about.

We’ll return to our hotel in Oxford for overnight.

Wednesday, Oct. 19 
Midlands 
Following breakfast at the hotel we’ll enjoy a full day in historic Oxford. The date of 
the city’s origin is uncertain; however, it first appears in an Anglo-Saxon document 
of 912 A.D., and already it had become an important center of commerce. The 
legend is that Oxford was founded by a mythical king, but it’s more likely that 
King St. Alfred the Great was in fact its founder. By the 12th century it became 
popular when English students were expelled from Paris. Oxford has long been 
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the champion of ideals, some very controversial; hence it acquired the nickname 
“Home of Lost Causes.” During the reformation, Protestant Bishops Cranmer, 
Latimer, and Ridley were burned at the stake by the Roman Catholic Queen Mary. 

Another great controversy of the 1830s was started here—the Oxford Movement, 
which sought to re-establish the full catholic character almost lost as the result of 
the Reformation. Among the great divines of this movement were Pusey, Keble, and 
the great John Cardinal Newman, who penned these immortal words: “The voice 
of the whole Church will in time make itself heard!” We still await this most certain 
prophecy. 

Well-known Oxford authors include C. S. Lewis, best known as the author of The 
Chronicles of Narnia, but also noted for his other works of fiction, such as The 
Screwtape Letters, and for his non-fiction Christian apologetics, including Mere 
Christianity, Miracles, and The Problem of Pain. Lewis was close friends with J. R. R. 
Tolkien, author of The Lord of the Rings. Both men served on the English faculty at 
Oxford University and were active in the informal Oxford literary group known as 
the Inklings. 

Lewis was baptized in the Church of Ireland, but fell away from his faith during 
adolescence. He returned to Anglicanism at the age of 32,owing to the influence 
of Tolkien and other friends, and he became an “ordinary layman of the Church of 
England.” He taught English literature at both Oxford University’s Magdalen College 
and Cambridge University’s Magdalene College.

In addition, to Lewis and Tolkien, best known as the author of the The Hobbit 
and The Lord of the Rings, Oxford was home to Lewis Carroll, author of Alice’s 
Adventures in Wonderland, who was a student and Mathematical Lecturer of Christ 
Church. 

While in Oxford we’ll tour Christ Church, one of the larger colleges of the 
University of Oxford and among the wealthiest. Christ Church has a number 
of architecturally significant buildings including Tom Tower, designed by Sir 
Christopher Wren, Tom Quad, the largest quadrangle in Oxford, and the Great 
Dining Hall, which was also the seat of the parliament assembled by King Charles I 
during the English Civil War. The buildings have inspired replicas throughout the 
world in addition to being featured in films such as Harry Potter and The Golden 
Compass. This has helped Christ Church become the most popular Oxford college 
for tourists. with almost half a million visitors annually.

Christ Church has produced 13 British prime ministers out of the 28 educated at 
Oxford, the highest number of any college at Oxford or Cambridge.

Dinner and overnight will be in Oxford.

Thursday, Oct. 20 
Midlands, South East England, London 
Following breakfast at the hotel we’ll head back toward London, stopping at 
Hampton Court Palace, a royal palace in the London Borough of Richmond upon 
Thames. The building of the palace began in 1514 for Cardinal Thomas Wolsey, the 
chief minister of King Henry VIII. In 1529, as Wolsey fell from favor, the cardinal 
gave the palace to the king and it became one of Henry’s most favored residences. 
Soon after acquiring the property, Henry arranged for it to be enlarged so that it 
might more easily accommodate his sizable retinue of courtiers. Along with  
St. James’ Palace, it is one of only two surviving palaces out of the many the king 
owned. King George II, who ruled in the mid 18th Century, was the last monarch to 
reside in the palace. The palace is currently in the possession of Queen Elizabeth II 
and the Crown.

The structure and grounds are cared for by an independent charity, Historic Royal 
Palaces, and the palace displays many works of art from the Royal Collection.

We’ll return to London, where we’ll be treated to a three-course dinner with tea or 
coffee at a local London restaurant, and will spend the night in the Kensington area.

The Eagle and Child where the informal 
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Terms & Conditions
Accommodations 
11 nights hotel accommodations. All rooms will be 
double occupancy with private bathroom. A single room 
supplement of $850 is available.

Meals 
Breakfast at the hotel daily; 7 dinners at the hotels; 2 three-
course dinners, with tea or coffee.

Transport 
Private touring motorcoach transportation

Other services
• Travel Service tour manager

• Comprehensive sightseeing program including all 
admission costs for all sites included on the itinerary

• Porterage of 1 piece of checked baggage per person

Items not included in the package price
Health, trip cancellation/interruption or baggage insurance 
(all are strongly recommended); passport and visa costs; 
meals not specifically listed in the inclusions; alcoholic or 
soft drinks with included meals unless otherwise stated; 
gratuities to guides and drivers unless otherwise specified 
in the inclusions; items of a personal nature (hotel extras, 
laundry, phone calls etc.); any other items not specifically 
mentioned above

Cost 
$5,206 per person, which includes airfare. A 30% deposit 
of $1,561.80 is due by June 30, with the remainder due by 
August 15. A single room supplement is $850. Payments 
can be remitted by personal check to St. Andrew’s Anglican 
Church. Credit cards will be accepted but carry a surcharge 
of 2.7%. This is to cover the church’s processing fees, and so 
that we do not have to unduly burden those paying by check 
by incorporating credit card transactions fees in the cost of 
the tour.

We must have deposits no later than June 30 from at least 
10 participants traveling with us, otherwise the trip will be 
canceled.

Insurance is separate and price depends upon individual 
policy selection by the tour participant.

Insurance 
We strongly recommend that all travelers assess their own 
particular coverage needs and purchase additional coverage 
as they feel necessary, including adequate insurance 
for medical expenses, baggage loss or damage, and trip 
cancellation or interruption. Insurance may be purchased 
through TravelEx. Go to https://www.travelexinsurance.com/
travel-insurance/plans/travel-select, click on “Get Quote” 
and enter your information. The agency location number of 
30-5007  and the agent name is Nick Squire.

Friday, Oct. 21 
London to Columbus
Following breakfast at the hotel we’ll head to Heathrow 
Airport, departing mid-morning for home, and arriving back 
in Columbus early Friday evening.

Hampton Court (Photo by Andreas Tille. License: CC BY-SA 
4.0)

Cover photograph credits

Salisbury Cathedral, Photo by Stephanie 
LeBlanc on Unsplash

Canterbury Cathedral, Photo by Antony 
McCallum, WyrdLight.com. License: C 
BY-SA 4.0
St. Martin’s Church, Photo by Dennis3333. 
License: C BY-SA 4.0 
Coventry Cathedral, Photo by Andrew 
Walker. License: C BY-SA 3.0 
Big Ben and the Tower of London, Photo 
by Tom Athawes on Unsplash 

St. Thomas à Becket window, Uploaded 
to Wikipedia by Holly Hayes. License: C 
BY-SA 3.0 

Ripon Cathedral Nave, Photo by DAVID 
ILIFF. License: CC BY-SA 3.0

Westminster Abbey, Uploaded by Rabanus 
Flavus. License: CC BY-SA 3.0 

Stonehenge, Photo by Ankit Sood on 
Unsplash

Glastonbury Tor, Photo by Jim Champion. 
License: CC BY-SA 3.0

The Tower of London, Photo by Paul Rigby 
on Unsplash

Magdalen College, Photo by DAVID ILIFF. 
License: CC BY-SA 3.0

St. Paul’s Cathedral, Photo by Mark Fosh. 
License: CC BY-SA 2.0 

High Street Glastonbury, Photo by David 
Gearing. License: CC BY-SA 2.0

Photographs in this brochure are licensed 
under:

Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 
2.0 Unported (CC BY-SA 2.0);  https://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0/

Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 
3.0 Unported (CC BY-SA 3.0);  https://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/

Creative Commons (CC BY-SA 4.0); https://
creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/

The Unsplash License; https://unsplash.
com/license


